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Blood Will Tell

The most famous show mare of the late 19th century, she 
effectively was barred from the show ring as unbeatable. 
Throughout the 1880s her owners were asked not to enter 

her, but to exhibit her. She was paid $500 per week for exhibitions at 
horse shows, fairs, and livestock exhibitions, to which she traveled 
in her private railroad car.
 Lady De Jarnette was “listed” as a Morgan in page 492, 
volume 2 of the Morgan Registry, but was not registered 
because she was one of those Morgan mares whose owners 
did not go through the official steps to register, either because 
they did not think it was important, or they did not pay 
the fee or they did not like Joseph Battell, founder of the 
Morgan Register, or they were long dead by the time Battell 
founded the registry. The mares were at first “listed” if Battell 
happened to run across them and proved to himself that their 
pedigrees were verifiable as Morgans. However, they were 

not permanently registered unless the owner went through 
the official registration steps and paid the fee. Battell “listed” 
them as “producing dams” in the back of the registers if they 
were not officially registered.
 Lady De Jarnette’s sire was Indian Chief 538 by Blood’s Black 
Hawk 89 by Black Hawk 20. Her dam, Belle, was by Lytton’s 
Warfield (by the Thoroughbred Lewis’s Warfield out of a Black 
Hawk mare); Belle’s dam was Old Dun by Skinner’s Joe (unreg) 
by Blackburn’s Davy Crockett 603 by the Hawkins Horse 4 out of 
Jeanne d’Arc by Copperbottom 66.
 Since her only son, Jubilee De Jarnette 3854, was heavily used 
by both Joseph C. Brunk of Illinois and C.X. Larrabee of Montana, 
Lady De Jarnette is in the pedigree of every descendant of Flyhawk, 
Jubilee King, and Chief Bugler. Thus the blood of “the most 
perfect harness horse” as The Morgan Horse records called her on 
numerous occasions, flows in thousands of Morgans today.   n
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Lady De Jarnette 
(Indian Chief x Belle) 

Red bay; Foaled 1874, Sharpsburg, Kentucky. 
Bred by Martin Jones.
Registered Morgan progeny: one colt.
11.24 percent of the blood of Justin Morgan.
Six crosses to Justin Morgan.
Trotted 2:28; Legendary show horse.

Top to bottom, left to right: Lady De Jarnette; Jubilee De Jarnette 3854 (Jubilee Lambert x Lady De Jarnette); Flyhawk 7526 (Go Hawk x 
Florette); Jubilee King 7570 (Penrod x Daisette). 


