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In the August-November 1943 issue of The Morgan Horse, 
reporting his sale of Royce to Clark Ringling, Andrew Mahaffey 
wrote: “I feel like this report would be incomplete without a 

brief description of Royce’s physical characteristics. He is coal black, 
and stays black all the year. He stands, according to my measuring, 
just at 15 hands, some say 15.2. He weighs 1,070 pounds and is 13 
years old. His conformation is of the ‘old style’ Morgan, something 
like the artist’s conception of the ‘original Justin Morgan’ in the 
last (May-June-July) issue of your magazine. He has style and I 
would say more sparkle under saddle than any horse it has been my 
pleasure to see. He has wonderful wind and endurance, his feet are 
tough, black, and what I call mule feet. He never needs shoes in the 
toughest going. He has the heart and willingness to try anything 
that he is asked to do. Roping, polo, snubbing young horses, all 
came his way after he was ten years old, but he didn’t have to learn, 
we just asked him to do it and he did. Now, lest someone get the 
opinion that I think he is the perfect Morgan, I will say he is not, 
but one of his colts is likely to be.” (“Kansas Morgans,” The Morgan 
Horse, Aug-Sept-Oct-Nov 1943, p. 8).
 “Royce was good looking, about 15 hands tall, well set up and 
muscular with a well-laid back shoulder, strong short back, good 
length of croup, and an excellent disposition that he passed on to 
his get.” (LaVonne Houlton, “History of the Morgan Horse in Cali-
fornia” Golden West, Region 7 Directory, first edition 1975, p. 7).
 “Mr. Ringling obtained Royce from Andrew W. Mahaffey of 
Russell, Kansas, in 1943. It may have been at least a partial trade 
because Mahaffey received Judy Garland 05897 and Fanfair R. 
05556 at the same time. Mr. Ringling also transferred Star Ruby R. 

05367 to Mr. Mahaffey in 1943 and Van Betty 06073 in 1945. Royce 
was another black stallion. In his photographs he looks muscular 
and large. In the May, 1947 TMH Clark Ringling described him 
this way: ‘Weight; 1,075. Height, just over 15 hands.’ Royce was 
used at stud by Elmer Brown and OE Sutter, among others, before 
Clark Ringling acquired him. (Royce sired Bar S Winterset 8602 for 
Sutter.) Morgans were admittedly scarce during the period covered 
by Registry Volumes V and VI, but it still seems notable that Royce 
is pictured in both. In Volume V a photo of a coltish looking Royce 
appears opposite the classic photo of his sire, Winterset 7403. A 
photograph taken of the mature Royce at Clark Ringling’s place 
appears on page 180 of Volume VI above a photo of Senator 
Graham 8361. ‘I am enclosing some pictures of my old stallion 
Royce 7748. He has many of the virtues and not too many of the 
faults of a good Morgan. His colts are of such good disposition that 
if they could talk, they would probably say ‘just tell us what you 
want us to do, and we will do it.’” (Clark Ringling Morgan Horses, 
Lovelock, Nevada, a History by R. Manley, 2001).
 It was through his black 1946 daughter, Royce’s Falcon 06817 
(x Van’s Lady 06071) that Royce made his most lasting contribution 
to the Morgan gene pool. Purchased by WT Carter of Sanger, 
California, she produced 14 foals “noted for their long necks and 
outstanding dispositions.” (Susan Skiles Graf, “What is the Western 
Working Family, Part III.” The Morgan Horse, August 2002, p. 38). 
Her offspring by Gold Dollar and Kings River Morgan wound up 
in such famed California breeding programs as Farceur, Richwood, 
Sundown, and Adanac.
 Descendents in Canada, Sweden, and the USA.   n

Royce 7748 • (Winterset 7403 x Potena 04448) • Black, 15.1, 1075 lbs, good-looking, well set up, muscular, well laid back shoulder, short 
strong back, good length of croup, excellent disposition • Foaled: June 25, 1930, Osceola, Iowa • Bred by: Thomas C. Doak • Owned by: 
Clark Ringling, Lovelock, Nevada • Died: c. 1953 • 100 percent Old Midwest breeding • 31 crosses to Black Hawk 20 • Eight Generation 

Coefficient of Inbreeding: 0.8453369140625% • Registered Morgan progeny: nine colts, ten fillies


