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PART IV: LESSER KNOWN SONS
The author’s remarkable series on the genesis of our breed continues with this detailed piece of research.

M

By Brenda L. Tippin

organ history has long focused on Sherman, Woodbury, and Bulrush as the three main offspring of Justin Morgan—as indeed
they were. However, many are not aware that in fact there were other sons, and daughters, who can regularly be found in the
pedigrees of our Morgan horses today. Although most of these horses are less familiar to us, many of them were highly regarded
in their day and in the areas in which they lived, and were important in helping to build growing support for the Morgan as a
breed. All were a part of Justin Morgan himself and are a fascinating part of early Morgan history. It would be impossible to cover all of them
in the scope of this article and doubtless Justin Morgan had several good sons and daughters who were never recognized or recorded anywhere
and their names and stories are lost to history. Some of these probably did contribute to the Morgan gene pool, but were simply never traced
or credited. Here, we will explore some interesting details about a few more of the sons who can be traced, but are not heard about very often.
ABOVE: Woodcut of the Justin Morgan, said to be a true representation from many who knew the horse in life (AMHA Volume I, taken from Linsley’s Morgan Horses).
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LEFT: Contre-Coeur, Province of Quebec, Canada
(American Morgan Horse Registry, Volume 1).

THE CANADIAN CONNECTION
Newly liberated, America was in its infancy when Justin Morgan,
the singing master, brought his famous horse from Springfield,
Massachusetts to Randolph, Vermont as a three-year-old colt in
1792. Although the Declaration of Independence was signed on
July 4, 1776, the Revolutionary War with Great Britain did not end
until September 3, 1783—just six years before the original Morgan
horse was foaled. The first of the 13 colonies to become a state was
Delaware in 1787, and the last was Rhode Island in 1790. Vermont
became the fourteenth state in 1791.
Meanwhile, France was also expanding into North America.
Canada was claimed for France by explorer Jacques Cartier in
1534, exploring Newfoundland and the gulf of the mighty St.
Lawrence River. Cartier was the first to document the name
Canada, derived from the Huron-Iroquois word “Kanata,”
meaning “village.” Intended to describe the territory in the shores
of the St. Lawrence, it was mistakenly interpreted as the name for
the newly claimed French territory. Later explorations were led
by Samuel de Champlain, who founded New France and Quebec
City in 1608. Champlain also visited and mapped the New
England coast several times before the arrival of the Pilgrims in
1620. Champlain brought cattle and other domestic animals to
the Quebec settlements, but the first horse did not arrive until
1647 as a gift to the governor. For years it was the only animal of
its kind on the banks of the St. Lawrence, until other horses were
imported from France in 1665. Known as Bidet horses from the
Normandy or Brittany regions, these were small ponies, not very
stylish or handsome, usually 11 to 13 hands and were used as allpurpose work horses, known for their endurance and often an
ambling gait.
The French North American Empire continued to expand,
covering a vast territory extending from the coast of Labrador on
the Atlantic Ocean, southwest through the Saint Lawrence River
Valley to the Great Lakes—as well as territories surrounding the
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, stretching from the Ohio River
Valley to the Gulf of Mexico. France ceded most of its North
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American colonies to Great Britain in 1763 following the Seven
Years War, and the boundary between the United States and
Canada was established by the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which ended
the Revolutionary War.
It is interesting to note that several early horses who had a
significant impact on the development of the Morgan breed and
several other breeds were carefully traced by Joseph Battell and
found clearly to be of Morgan origin. This was particularly true of
those coming from, or having ties to, Canada. We may remember
that, in fact, the resemblance of the Morgan to certain Canadian
families was so strong that many believed the Justin Morgan horse
came from Canada. One of the stories circulating about his origin
even suggested that Justin Morgan the man had taken his mare
to Canada and brought her back in foal to some Canadian horse.
However, this was proved to be incorrect, and the pedigree of the
Justin Morgan horse as given in Volume I of the Morgan Register,
and accepted by the American Morgan Horse Association, is most
certainly accurate. (See “Justin Morgan, Fact and Fiction,” The
Morgan Horse, January 2015).
These Canadian horses began to appear in the very early
1800s, and they strongly resembled the Morgans with one
exception—where the Morgans were generally natural trotters,
the Canadians were mostly pacers, although research indicates
that most of them initially both trotted and paced, and the pacing
gait was encouraged by the Canadians who preferred it. However,
this small detail of differences in gait, along with the fact that
many of the early settlers of the Quebec province were of French
origin, led to the erroneous assumption that the horses were
brought from France.
Following the death of Mr. Morgan, the Justin Morgan horse
passed through several owners. There was a four-year period from
1797 to 1801 when his exact whereabouts could not be precisely
traced, but it was believed he was taken into Canada during that
period. Later, he continued to be kept very near the Canadian border
and the Canadians developed an active trade with Vermonters for
their horses.
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BRUTUS
The earliest known son of Justin Morgan, Brutus was foaled in
1794. From this we know Brutus was got during the very first year
that Mr. Morgan offered his horse for stud in 1793, after bringing
him to Randolph, Vermont from Connecticut in 1792. Mr. Morgan
advertised his horse in Spooner’s Vermont Journal, saying that he
would stand at Captain Elias Bissell’s stable in Randolph and
Captain Josiah Cleveland’s in Lebanon, alternating every two
weeks at each place through the season. Brutus was a powerfully
built bay or red roan horse, with capital shoulders and good length
of neck, 15 ½ to 15 ¾ hands, 1,050 pounds, bred at Lebanon New
Hampshire. Curiously, nothing whatever is known of Brutus’ early
life. There appears no documentation of him till he was past 20
years of age; after which time he was locally famous. It is quite
possible, or even likely, that Brutus spent some or most of his early
life in Canada. He was brought by William Marsh from Woodstock,
Vermont to Pawlet, Vermont about 1815. Mr. Marsh then traded
him that year as partial payment for a farm to Captain Nathan
Stoddard, who kept him four or five years, and sold to a Mr. Fitch
also of Pawlet. He was known both as the Stoddard and Fitch
Horse. He was a fleet runner and would leave all others at 80 rods
(440 yards) and was also known for his exceptional endurance.
He then came into the hands of General Timothy F. Chipman, a
Revolutionary War veteran.
Although quite old by the time General Chipman brought
him to Pawlet, Brutus would leap almost any ditch or fence with
the General riding, and the two made a dashing pair. His stock was
well known in that vicinity and considered quite valuable.
Brutus has many descendants today, most with multiple
crosses to him through several different lines. He carries more of
an influence than many might think as these lines typically appear
numerous times in the extended pedigree. Among the many lines
to Brutus, one common example comes through his son Austin’s
Brutus. This line comes down through the mare Hepatica, dam of
Allen’s Seneca Chief, Seneca Sweetheart and Pecos, all by Cornwallis,
as well as some other lines. Another branch from Austin’s Brutus
comes through the mare Hilliard (x Green Mountain Boy by Black
Hawk, 2d dam by Austin’s Brutus). This mare was the dam of
Herod (which includes all of Red Correll and Winterset lines as
well as Hero Of Manilla appearing in the pedigree of Flyhawk),
and through King Herod Jr., and is behind all of Elmer Brown’s
breeding. Another line to Brutus is found in the Black Hawk son
Addison, whose third dam was a daughter of Brutus. Addison in
turn sired the mare Black Kate, dam of Ben Franklin by Daniel
Lambert. This line figures prominently in Brunk breeding,
including all descendants of Jubilee King, Flyhawk, and Senator
Graham. Multiple crosses to Brutus are therefore found in all
Lamberts, Western working and sport Morgans, and show through
Waseeka’s Nocturne. Through still a different line, Brutus is found
behind the breeding of C X Larrabee’s early 1900s program in
Home Park, Montana.
Yet another line to Brutus comes through General Knox,
to Knox Morgan, which again appears in all get of Jubilee King,
Flyhawk and Senator Graham. A daughter of Brutus was the
second dam of Stockbridge Chief (x Black Hawk), influential in
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many Saddlebred pedigrees as well as Morgan. The famous Upwey
King Peavine (Astral Jones x Old Hockaday), registered Morgan
under Rule II, carried several crosses to Morgan blood through
this line. Upwey King Peavine was grandsire of the popular show
stallion Upwey Ben Don (Upwey King Benn x Quietude) and his
full sister Upwey Benn Quietude, dam of Waseeka’s Nocturne. The
cross of Ben Don and Nocturne blood is still very influential in
show bloodlines, and has also produced outstanding individuals
in Sport and Western Working lines. Peter’s Ethan Allen 2d,
cornerstone stallion of the Lippitt Morgans, also carries multiple
crosses to Brutus, both through his sire and dam.
COPPERBOTTOM
Foaled in 1809, Copperbottom was a chestnut or sorrel about 15
½ hands, a pacer bred by David Blunt who also later owned the
Hawkins horse. Blunt brought the colt and his dam with him from
Vermont when he moved to Bolton, Canada on the shores of Lake
Memphremagog in 1810 or 1811. A few years later, Copperbottom
was imported to Kentucky where he was owned by a Captain
Jowett, and was the first of the notable pacers to be imported from
Canada. He was compact and muscular with a deep round barrel
and well sprung ribs, short back, broad in the chest, smooth round
hindquarters, and excellent head and neck. He was considered the
fastest pacer of his day.
Battell went on to state, “The fact, then, is completely
demonstrated that the Morgans early in the nineteenth century
became the dominant breed in Canada, and were imported thence
in great numbers into the States…the first recorded importation
being that of Copperbottom, a son of the original Morgan horse,
to Kentucky in 1816.” American Stallion Register, Volume I
Copperbottom was purchased in Bolton in 1815 or 1816 and
taken to Kentucky. William McCracken, an old-time horse-dealer
of Lexington, Kentucky, said in an interview with Joseph Battell,
“The original Copperbottom was about fifteen and one-half
hands, thick-breasted; a fine sort of a horse. I was born in 1818 and
I remember Copperbottoms as early as I remember anything.”
The following advertisement of Copperbottom is from the
Kentucky Gazette of June 10, 1816 and again June 24, 1816:
“COPPERBOTTOM
The celebrated fast pacing Canadian stallion Copperbottom
will stand the following season at the farm of Capt. Jowitt,
near Dr. Tegardina’s, about two miles from Lexington,
on the Georgetown road. He is a full blooded Canadian
pacer imported by Capt. Jowitt—is a beautiful copper
sorrel, rising seven years old, and for bone, sinew and
performance equal to any horse in the United States. He is
a sure foal getter, and his colts generally are natural pacers.
His former proprietor, Capt. Perrin, challenged to pace
him from Maiden to Sandwich, (near Detroit, Michigan)
distance 16 miles in one hour with two men in the carryall.
If a better recommendation is wanted, than can be given
on paper, come and see him. He will be let to mares at $8
the season, which may be discharged by $6 if paid down,
$12 to insure a mare in foal, and $4 the single leap; when
the money is not paid down a note of hand will be required
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Lake Memphremagog, Owl’s Head Peak, Quebec. The small town of Bolton lies on the shores of this lake, where David Blunt owned
Copperbottom and later the Hawkins Horse (Currier & Ives, Library of Congress); Brown Hal 4141, foaled in 1879, has a sireline tracing to Justin Morgan through Tom
Hal in five generations, and sireline of dam tracing to Justin Morgan through Hal in seven generations (American Morgan Horse Register, Volume II).

payable on or before the 1st of December 1816. When the
season is over sportsmen can obtain a liberal wager, that
Copperbottom can beat any horse in Kentucky, pacing
from one to four miles.”
William Allen
May 8, 1816
Copperbottom descendants are numerous among the Morgan
breed as well as among Standardbreds and Saddlebreds, and can
be found behind many old Midwest, Western working, sport, and
show lines. Copperbottom was also one of the original foundation
sires of the Saddlebred. All descendants of Upwey Ben Don and
Waseeka’s Nocturne carry multiple crosses to Copperbottom. He
was sire of the second dam of the beautiful Cabell’s Lexington (x
Gist’s Black Hawk), and his blood is often intertwined with the
families of Tom Hal (x Justin Morgan) and the full brothers Pilot
and Davy Crockett (Papillon x Jeanne D’ Arc). The best-known
cross of Copperbottom comes through General Gates, foundation
sire of the U.S. Government Morgan Horse Farm, whose second
dam was by a son of old Copperbottom.
TOM HAL
Tom Hal was foaled about 1810, possibly as early as 1806 or as
late as 1812, though evidence points to an earlier date. He was
similar to Copperbottom except that he was roan in color, not
quite as tall and slightly heavier. Both had the same blocky build
and handsome appearance typical of Morgan type, combined with
speed and wonderful powers of endurance as well as the general
ability and willingness to excel at almost any task asked of them.
Some witnesses described him as a blue roan, others called him a
red or strawberry roan. The most reliable accounts state that he
was a bay roan, very dark in color with black mane and tail. His
height is fairly consistently given as around 15 hands or a little over.
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The following excellent description of Tom Hal was written to
Joseph Battell by a nephew of one of Tom Hal’s owners.
“Tom Hal was a Canadian horse. He came here and Uncle
Joe Boswell bought him…Tom Hal was a pacer, about 15
½ hands, over 1,100 pounds, very dark roan, very genteel
made horse with the best leg I ever saw on a horse. He had
a good neck, not very long, very heavy mane, tail docked; a
clean, nice head, wide between the eyes; a heavy set horse,
rather high on the withers; his color was a very dark roan,
almost a bay, with no white. He was a very fast pacer, never
ran nor trotted, had a very kind disposition and fine spirit.
He was an excellent parade horse and as perfect made
horse as ever you saw.”
American Morgan Horse Register, Volume II
Also known as the Gravelin Horse or Allemande, it was through
Tom Hal that the famous Dansereau family of Canadian pacers
descend. It is not certain who bred the horse, but he was owned
when he was still a suckling colt by Vital Duprés of St. Ours,
Quebec. Mr. Duprés may have been the breeder. He sold the horse
to Gascon La Roque, who in turn sold him to Joseph Gravelin.
Eventually he was sold to go to the United States.
A nephew of Joseph Gravelin, born in 1806 said, “My uncle,
Joseph Gravelin, owned him at one time, he was gray or roan, and
about as old as I was. He trotted in the snow and if the road was
good would pace. When I was four or five years old, mares came
from everywhere to him. Duhamel’s black horse was got by this
roan horse of my uncle’s, and I have often heard my uncle say that
his horse came from a Dutch or English horse. This horse of my
uncle, Gascon LaRoque horse, was about 15 ¼ or 15 ½ hands high,
un grand cheval. LaRoque bought him when a sucking colt of Vital
Dupres of St. Ours, and sold him to my uncle, who kept him until
he was seven years old, and sold him to go to the States.”
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Pilot Jr 616 (Pilot by Papillon by Carillon by Tom Hal by Justin Morgan x Nancy Pope) (All Breed Database); Pilot Medium 6249 (Happy Medium x
Tackey by Pilot Jr) had a dominant Standardbred line that goes back to Tom Hal by Justin Morgan through his dam (All Breed Database).

About 1814, Louis Dansereau of Vercheres, Quebec traded
a large farm horse at Montreal for a black mare from Vermont,
a “Dutch” which both paced and trotted. She was described as a
stout chunky mare, round and smoothly turned, about fifteen
hands, an excellent beast, then about twelve to fourteen years old.
It is believed from her description, and the dates and location she
came from that she was most probably a daughter of old Justin
Morgan, and most likely from a Narragansett mare. During those
years it was quite popular for Canadians to trade for Vermont
mares, most of which were Morgan, daughters and granddaughters
of old Justin. As already discussed in this article, so common was
this practice, that many believed the origin of the Morgan horse
was Canadian, when actually it was the Morgan blood that flowed
into Canada. At that time, Quebec was still largely unsettled
and had mostly only rough trails instead of the improved roads
that were beginning to spread over the States. Consequently, the
Canadians often preferred horses with a pacing gait. The gait of
the Narragansett is believed to be similar to the tölt performed by
the Icelandic horse, and many could also pace quite fast. While the
Narragansetts were exported in large numbers to Cuba, apparently
many of the last remaining ones were crossed with Morgan blood
and went to Canada.
The black mare purchased by Louis Dansereau was supposed
to be in foal but was not. He had wanted her for the new blood.
So, he bred her instead to a stallion owned by a neighbor, Pierre
Fiset. The Fiset Horse, known as Voyageur, was also supposed to be
similarly bred. Fiset had traded for a Vermont mare in foal about
1811, described by those who knew her as looking very similar to
one of the Morgan mares Joseph Battell was driving when he visited
Vercheres trying to trace these pedigrees. Voyageur was also said to
be very similar to this Morgan mare of Battell’s and was described
as, “A handsome red horse (un joli cheval rouge), a trotter, foaled
about 1812.” Voyageur was also believed to be most probably
by Justin Morgan or a son, and his dam also was likely either by
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Justin or a son. From this breeding of Dansereau’s Vermont mare
to Voyageur was produced the famous broodmare Jeanne D’ Arc.
This mare certainly carried at least 50 percent of Morgan blood
and possibly more. A little taller and a little more stylish than her
mother, Jeanne D’ Arc was also black, after the Morgan pattern,
and a very fast pacer. Dansereau raced her on the ice against the
Gravelin horse (Tom Hal) and the Duhamel horse, and she always
won. She became the dam of 12 foals, nine stallions and three fillies.
Dansereau first bred her when she was five or six years old to the
Duhamel horse, known as Carillon who was black, and a son of the
Gravelin Horse. The dam of Carillon was a black mare raised by a
neighbor, and may also have had some Vermont Morgan blood.
The first stallion colt of Jeanne D’ Arc was called Papillon, and after
that Dansereau bred Jeanne D’ Arc to her sons and grandsons, all
descended from the Gravelin Horse, or Tom Hal, which include the
remarkable families of Pilot and Davy Crockett.
Sometime after being sold to the States, Tom Hal was acquired
by a Mr. Boswell of Lexington, Kentucky. Mr. Boswell, who weighed
200 pounds, made a bet for $500 that he could ride the horse to
Louisville, a distance of 80 miles, from sunup to sundown in one
day, and back the next in the same time. He won his bet, but the
horse became stone blind in consequence.
Time and space do not permit a detailed story of this
extensive family, which will have to be addressed at a future
time, but there are many Morgan descendants of Tom Hal today,
including Sellman breeding, Jackson Ranch breeding (through
which the direct sireline of Tom Hal continued at least through
the 1940s), and Brunk breeding. Tom Hal was also listed as one
of the original foundation sires of the Saddlebred breed, and
many of the Hal family were also famous as Tennessee Walking
horses. Also, the majority of racing Standardbreds trace their
sireline through the registered Morgan, Pilot Medium (Happy
Medium x Tackey by Pilot Jr), who traced his sireline to Tom Hal
in four generations.

HISTORY LESSON u

Lesser Known Sons

TOP TO BOTTOM: Henry Clay #53, black, 15 1/4 hands, was the founder of
the Clay family of trotters (Road, Track and Stable); Meteor (Young Rix x mare by
Ryan’s Peacock); Meteor 2d, aka Meteor Morgan. Foaled in 1895, mahogany
bay, 15 hands, 900 pounds (Govt Circular 137, Preservation of the Native Types).
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REVENGE
Revenge was got while the Justin Morgan horse was jointly owned
by Joel Goss and Joseph Rogers who kept him at Claremont, New
Hampshire the seasons of 1814, 1815, and 1817. Foaled about 1815,
Revenge was out of a light brown mare with white stripe in face,
which Cyrus Moore of Claremont purchased from Mr. Goss, who
had bred her to the old Morgan horse. She was said to be a smart
driver, and would both pace and trot, but carried her head low. The
sire of the dam was not known, but the second dam was a bay with
white in the face, owned by Mr. Ball of Unity, New Hampshire, and
was called a Narragansett mare.
About 14 ½ hands tall and weighing 1,000 pounds, Revenge
was a dark bay or light brown, at most seasons, but nearly black in
color when his coat first shed in the spring. He was very compact
and muscular, and his back, loins, hips and limbs were unsurpassed
although his chest and shoulders were not so fine as some of the
other sons, and his action not quite so stylish. Still, his endurance
was tremendous, always lively, alert and ready to go, very determined
and competitive if another horse tried to pass him on the road.
When Revenge was two years old, Mr. Moor sold him that
fall to Nehemiah Rice who kept him for two or three years. After
that he was sold to a Mr. Tyler and kept in the Claremont, New
Hampshire area till he was nine years old. At that time, Mr. Moses
Wheeler of Claremont purchased half interest in Revenge and the
next year purchased the other half. A year later he was sold again
and passed through the hands of several owners, and finally was
purchased about 1835 or 1836 when he was 20 or 21 years old by
Edwin Billings of Claremont. Mr. Billings drove him to Chester,
Vermont in April of 1837, a distance of some 33 miles, intending
to go to the western part of the state. However, Revenge suddenly
became sick on this journey, and died.
Revenge, according to information given to Joseph Battell by
Fred A. Wier of Walpole, New Hampshire, was the sire of many fast
trotters including the famous mare Lady Surrey, who was thought
by many to have come from Canada. Mr. Wier was one of the most
dedicated old time Morgan breeders, and well-versed in Morgan
pedigrees. He knew Lady Surrey well, and said he was present when
she was bred to the noted Long Island stallion Andrew Jackson, a
mating which produced the famous trotting stallion Henry Clay
(Registered Morgan, AMHA #53), founder of the Clay family of
trotter. Lady Surrey was described as “pony-built,” a term often
used to describe old time Morgans, a bay mare of great beauty and
style, about 14 ½ hands tall, and a wonderful trotter, beating some
of the most noted horses of her day.
An advertisement for Revenge in the Bellows Falls Intelligencer
was given in 1823 as follows:
The noted horse, Revenge, will stand at the stable of Mr.
Havens, in Westminster, Mondays and Tuesdays; at Mr.
Holland’s stable, in Walpole, Wednesdays and Thursdays;
at the stable of Edward Lee, in Springfield, on Fridays,
and at the stable of subscriber the remainder of the week
through the season, at fifteen dollars.
John R. Gibson
Rockingham, Vermont
May 10, 1823
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Lisa’s Captain Jack (Liz’s Blackjack x PRM Rosalita) traces to Weasel or Fenton Horse (Photo by Glenn Reed); Chrome Swagger (Lisa’s Captain Jack x
Coachman’s Momento), 2015 black filly. Believed to be the last of the descendents tracing to Weasel or Fenton Horse by Justin Morgan. She also traces multiple
times to nearly all the sons mentioned in this article, who have descendents including Brutus, Copperbottom, Engineer, European, Red Robin, Blazing Star,
Chanticleer, Revenge, Hawkins Horse, Tom Hal, and Voyageur through the famous mare Jeanne D’ Arc (Photo courtesy of Meadow Creek Morgans).

Descendants of Revenge today are widespread in the Morgan
breed in all disciplines, primarily through two lines, one being
his daughter Lady Surrey, and another line through his son, the
Buckskin Wheeler Horse. Buckskin was bred when Mr. Wheeler
owned Revenge in Claremont, and foaled about 1822. He was a rich
buckskin color with a black mane and tail, and black stripe down
his back and across his shoulders. He was 15 ½ hands tall, compact,
muscular, and powerfully built, weighing about 1,150 pounds. He
was an excellent driving horse. Buckskin stood in Chittenden and
Franklin Counties, Vermont, and later was sold to William Fuller
of Bedford, Province of Quebec, Canada about 1845. Buckskin was
always very popular at fairs and celebrations where he was used as
a stylish saddle horse. A daughter of Buckskin became the second
dam of Meteor (Young Rix x mare by Ryan’s Peacock).
This line continued through two sons of Meteor, both foaled
in 1895. Meteor Jr (x Nell Bird) sired Major Antoine and Gold
Medal, full brothers in blood out of daughters of General Lee
(Black Sultan x mare by Hiram Drew). These two stallions were
used by Texas rancher Richard Sellman to cross upon daughters of
his foundation stallion Major Gordon, a son of Young Octoroon,
a noted Kentucky stallion who both paced and trotted, winning
many races at each gait.
The line through Meteor Jr. was intensely bred and woven
with crosses to a variety of Justin Morgan sons. Meteor himself had
two crosses to Justin Morgan in five generations, four crosses in six
generations; two more crosses in seven generations, and another in
eight generations. Of these, two were through daughters of Justin
Morgan, one line through Revenge, one through Woodbury, and
the rest through Sherman Morgan. Meteor Jr. was great-grandsire
of Buck (Imperial x Nellie), a buckskin stallion, which began to be
the source of color for the Cross Ranch Morgans.
Meteor 2d, a late colt foaled in October of 1895, was the
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next son of Meteor with numerous descendants. The well-known
government-bred stallion Goldfield (Mansfield x Juno) traces
through this line, his dam being a daughter of Forester (Meteor
2d x Eleanor Gates). Another son, Dundee (x Carrie Gates) was
great-grandsire of Night Tide (Tiffany x Glenalla), used by the L.U.
Sheep Ranch in Dickie, Wyoming. It is through daughters of the
black Night Tide that the dilution gene began to appear, producing
many buckskins, palominos, and smoky blacks.
Meteor 2d also carried another line to Revenge, his second
dam tracing to Henry Clay, who was out of the exceptional trotting
mare Lady Surrey, daughter of Revenge.
Both of these colorful lines through Meteor Jr. and Meteor 2d
go back to the Buckskin Wheeler Horse by Revenge. Interestingly,
in addition to the Buckskin Wheeler Horse, bred by Mr. Wheeler,
Revenge is known to have sired three other colorful Morgans all
bred by Mr. Stevens of Claremont. The Stevens Horse 587 was
a buckskin with dark mane and tail, Buckskin 2187 was a dark
buckskin, also spotted, and he had another with a light mane and
tail, evidently a palomino but unregistered, which he gelded. None
of these left any traceable offspring, and since there is no mention
of the dams of these horses and too few other offspring of Revenge
are recorded, it is difficult to tell whether he himself may have
had a dilution gene or whether both Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Stevens
happened to own mares that carried it.
WEASEL
Foaled in 1806, Weasel, a beautiful blood bay was bred by Richard
Fenton of St. Johnsbury, Vermont. He was also known as the
Fenton horse, standing fifteen hands tall and said by many to be
more like his sire than any of the other sons.
Linsley states, “He very closely resembled his sire, was very
compact, and muscular, and had the same nervous and vigorous
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Black Warrior (Farmer’s Beauty by Papineau by Young Papineau by Hawkins Horse by Justin Morgan x mare by Romeo) (All Breed
Lady Suffolk (Engineer 2d by Engineer by Justin Morgan x Jenny) winning against Lady Moscow, Hunting Park, Pennsylvania, June 13, 1850 (Currier
& Ives, Library of Congress).

Database);

action, the same lofty and fearless style, and we are inclined to
think was one of the best, if not the best, of Justin’s colts.”
Weasel was advertised by his owner in the Danville North Star,
May 10, 1810:
“The ‘Dutch’ horse Weasel, a horse four years old, will
stand at the stable of the subscriber, one mile north of St.
Johnsbury Plains, Vermont; terms, one to three dollars.
Said horse is fifteen hands high, stout built, and sired by
the full-blooded Dutch horse that stood at St. Johnsbury
last season.”
Richard W. Fenton
Mr. Fenton advertised him again in 1811. Linsley reported that Mr.
Fenton had gelded the horse at six years of age, after being bitten by
him, but this may not have been accurate. A horse named Weasel
of similar description and identified as Morgan appeared a short
time later at Stanstead and Barnston, Province of Quebec. A Mr.
Wilcox of Derby Line, Vermont (about three-quarter mile over
the border from Stanstead) provided the following information to
Joseph Battell:
“We had a Shark horse here, a Lee Boo, and Weasel. Weasel
was a Morgan. Then the Hawkins Horse was here, and
later old Black Morgan. Many colts were kept stallions
from all these.”
Surviving lines to Weasel may be found among the Quarter Horse,
Saddlebred, and Tennessee Walking Horse breeds, and a few rare
lines in the Morgan breed through Sellman breeding. One line
traces through Just Ann’s Hornet (Wood Hornet x Just Ann), a
chestnut stallion foaled 1965 who competed in the Grand National
Stock Horse classes in 1978 (this horse also carried a rare line to the
Barker Horse or Nelson Morgan, a son of Woodbury Morgan). Just
a handful of living descendants remain from this line, but it does not
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appear to be breeding on. Another line tracing to Weasel also through
Sellman breeding comes through descendants of Monty Vermont
(Red Vermont x Glenna). A very few of this line survive through foals
of the mare PRM Rosalita (Montana Harvest x Mac’s Flaxen Judy).
HAWKINS HORSE
The Hawkins Horse was also foaled about 1806 or 1807, the
property of a Mr. Melvin of St. Johnsbury, Vermont. His dam was
a fine bay mare, supposed to be of Thoroughbred ancestry. The
Hawkins Horse also was 15 hands tall, a striking, powerfully built
black when his coat was new in the spring, which sometimes faded
to a dark brown appearance. Mr. Melvin sold him at the age of
three to his neighbor Captain Olney Hawkins, who used him as a
parade horse. He kept the horse several years, advertising him in
the Danville North Star:
“Young Traveler will stand the ensuing season for the use
of mares at the following places, viz.: At the stable of Silas
Gorham, Danville, every Saturday, commencing on the
24th inst.; at Chamberlin’s, Lyndon Corners, on Tuesdays;
at Dole’s Tavern, St. Johnsbury, on Thursdays; and at the
stable o the subscriber all the intervening days of each week.
Young Traveler is descended from the old Dutch Goss horse,
and, as he is generally known, a particular description is
deemed unnecessary. It is presumed, however, that those
who call will be satisfied with his figure and movement.
Terms three dollars the season, four dollars to ensure a foal.”
Olney Hawkins
St. Johnsbury,
May 14, 1817
Captain Hawkins later sold him to his brother Stephen, who
took the horse to Stanstead, Canada East and kept him there for
a number of years. He was also known as Young Traveler, and
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: The Morgan mare Princess, dam of Happy Medium, winning a race against the famous Flora Temple. Princess, foaled in 1863, was
a great-granddaughter of Engineer by Justin Morgan through her dam (Currier & Ives, Library of Congress); Happy Medium 558 (Famous Horses of America).

evidently in the Hawkins family was known by the nickname of
Jack. About 1823 he was owned by David Blunt who had earlier
owned Copperbottom. Blunt kept him about six years, and later
he was sold to David and Alonzo Wood of Sheffield, Quebec. The
Hawkins Horse developed quite a reputation as a fast runner, and
was said to be the fastest of Justin Morgan’s sons.
Battell notes, “From the time the Morgan horse went into
Caledonia County or northern Vermont, his get and those of his
offspring constantly went into Canada, and from that time to
this have always been very popular in the Province of Quebec…”
American Stallion Register, Volume II.
Crosses to the Hawkins Horse may be found in most Morgan
pedigrees today. Bonaparte, a son of the Hawkins Horse, sired the
dam of Barnard Morgan (Gifford Morgan), through which the
famous Golddust family descends. Another son, Papineau, passed
on a strong line which may be found in descendants of Welcome
(Morgan Dan x Dolly Burke), which covers most Lippitt and all
Lambert pedigrees.
ENGINEER
Engineer was a stylish gray horse, nearly white by the time he came
into notice on Long Island about 1816. Joseph Battell, in visiting
Long Island to trace this pedigree, was unable to fully trace him to
his breeder, but found convincing evidence that this horse was in
fact, a son of Justin Morgan rather than a Thoroughbred son of
Messenger as represented.
Engineer was advertised in the Long Island Star May 8, 1816, as
follows:
“The elegant horse Engineer at Daniel Seely’s near Queen’s
County Court House, and in Jericho; $5 to $12. Gray, 16
½ hands, lofty carriage and finely formed. He has a great
show of bone and sinew, promises an excellent temper
and is considered a very superior mover. He was brought
into this place last fall and served a few mares, and proved
himself a sure foal-getter. The manner he came into this
Country is such that I cannot give an account of his
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pedigree, but his courage and activity show the purity of
his blood, which is much better than the empty sound of a
long pedigree too often inserted.”
Thomas Jackson, Jr.
Jericho
April 3, 1816
An article in the New York Spirit of the Times, Jan. 7, 1860, says:
“Engineer the first was white, of medium size, light in the
carcass with very heavy bones and strong feet, his action
was lofty and remarkably stylish, but his get generally were
not particularly distinguished. Lewis’ Engineer, the sire
of Lady Suffolk and many other good ones, was, by old
Engineer, from a Plato mare.”
The famous Morgan mare Princess, dam of Happy Medium, was
a great-granddaughter of Engineer on her dam’s side. Princess
was most famous for winning two 10-mile races on consecutive
days—the only horse ever to have done so—in California, in
1859. (Happy Medium 558, registered in American Morgan Horse
Register, Volume III, was the sire of Pilot Medium, mentioned under
Tom Hal. Thus, the most prominent sireline in the Standardbred
breed today traces to registered Morgans through both sire and dam,
with close crosses to Justin Morgan.)
Descendents trace through Neave’s Cassius M Clay JR and
appear often Western working Morgans tracing to Hal Mercury Jr.
(Hal Mercury x Babe) foundation stallion for the Jackson Ranch.
EUROPEAN
Also known as John, European was a beautiful dapple gray horse
with silver mane and tail. He was purchased by James McNitt, who
traded an 1,100 pound hog for him, at La Prairie, Quebec sometime
between 1826 and 1830. Mr. McNitt brought him back to Salem,
Washington County, New York. European was an old horse at that
time, supposed to have been brought into Canada about 1814. In
an interview with Joseph Battell, Mr. R. G. Clark, postmaster of
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: Blackwood Jr 2040 (Blackwood by Alexander’s Norman by Morse Horse by European by Justin Morgan x Bell Sheridan by Blood’s
Black Hawk) (Famous Horses of America); Though the horse in this portrait is not specifically identified, it is thought to represent a son of Justin Morgan. Blazing
Star, a black son marked with a stripe and no white feet, would fit this portrait very well as none of the other known sons are marked this way (The New System
of Educating and Training Horses).

Argyle, New York and an expert horseman who knew European
well described him as follows:
“European wasn’t set up on legs. He was built more like a
Green Mountain Morgan. A very substantial built horse,
dapple gray showed round spot. It was about 1829, I should
say, when I saw the horse. McNitt had him a few years.”
American Stallion Register, Volume II

Miss (Sherman L x Frosty’s Blue Bonnet), as well as certain lines of
Pinehaven and Funquest breeding. One unique line traces through
the beautiful black stallion MRM Black Magic (MRM Midnight
Magic x MRM Alicazam). Black Magic’s dam, as well as the dam
of his sire, was by MRM Ebony Don (Lady’s Perfect Don x Ebony
Angel). Ebony Angel, a black mare foaled in 1970 (Spanish King x
Twinkle Belle), was also his 4th dam. Blazing Star also has living
descendants among the Standardbred and Saddlebred breeds.

Although his breeder could not be specifically traced, Battell found
the evidence quite certain that European was a son of the original
Justin Morgan horse. Crosses to European are also widespread, one
of the most common being through descendants of Troubadour Of
Willowmoor (Troubadour x Bird Pepper)—including his daughter
Quietude (x Ruth), dam of the Western working stallion Sonfield
(x Mansfield), as well as being dam and granddam of the show
stallions Upwey Ben Don and Waseeka’s Nocturne, respectively.

HIGHLANDER
Highlander was a handsome blood bay with black points, 15 ¼
hands tall, said to have been bred in Vermont, got by the original
Justin Morgan horse, and foaled possibly sometime 1805–1810. His
tail was bobbed according to the fashion of the day, and he was taken
to Boston, Massachusetts. There he was used as a driving horse until
he ran away and then was put to work as a dray horse hauling heavy
loads. While in Boston, he went by the name of Billy Morgan.
A Mr. Thomas Kellogg owned a son of Highlander called Bold
Richmond about 1816 who died, so he found and bought the sire.
Highlander was taken about 1825, to East Bloomfield, New York,
by Thomas Kellogg, who purchased him out of a dray in Boston,
and kept him at East Bloomfield several years, then sold to a Mr.
Luther of Wyoming County, New York.
A correspondent wrote in the American Morgan Horse Register,
Volume, I:
“He was a smoothly turned, up-headed, nervy horse, with
the best of legs and feet, and left behind a sturdy, sound
race of horses.”

BLAZING STAR
Blazing Star was a handsome black horse with stripe in face, 15 ¼
hands tall and 1,050 pounds. He was foaled about 1814 and was
bred by William Bridge of Woodstock, Vermont, got when Justin
Morgan stood there the season of 1813. The dam of Blazing Star
was a black mare of English blood, often ridden on parade. Blazing
Star was also often ridden at musters and trainings and was kept
for a time in Canada and then brought back to the States. He was a
compact, muscular horse of excellent style and action, very strong
in Morgan type as were his stock.
Blazing Star has many descendants today. The most common
line includes all descendants of Headlight Morgan who traced to
Blazing Star in six generations through his dam. This line can be
found repeatedly in almost all Western working lines tracing back
to Sellman breeding. Blazing Star can also be found in descendants
of the rare gray line tracing through the mare Saycrest’s Frosty
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Paul’s Highlander, a son of Highlander, traced through his dam to
another stallion owned by Mr. Kellogg known as Bold Briton, also
believed to be a son of Justin Morgan.
A few lines to Highlander survive today through Paul’s
Highlander, most of which can be traced to the C X Larrabee-bred
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ABOVE, LEFT TO RIGHT: MRM Black Magic (M R M Midnight Majic x MRM Alicazam), traces multiple crosses through some of the rare lines to Blazing Star
by Justin Morgan (Photo courtesy of Wade Boelton); Both the sire and dam of Wilson’s Blue Bull (Goff’s Comet x Queen) were by Putnam Morgan (Woodbury x Nancy
by Chanticleer) (American Morgan Horse Register, Volume III).

stallion Senior Captain (Allen x Isabella). This line also carries a
rare cross to Defiance, a gray son of Revenge, and two lines to Tom
Hal through old Pilot.
CHANTICLEER
Chanticleer was believed to have been foaled sometime in the 1790s,
bred in New York, and may have been nearly as old as Brutus. He
was dark bay in color, marked with a star and one white hind foot.
Chanticleer was described as short-legged, compact, muscular,
and powerfully built, standing about 15 to 15 ½ hands tall and
weighing about 1,100 pounds. Little is known of his early life,
and he first came into notice about 1812 when kept at Fort Ann,
New York by a Mr. Peets. He was then owned by a Mr. Mead, and
by the same Mr. Stoddard who owned Brutus at about the same
time. At times he was kept in the vicinity of Rupert and Pawlet,
Vermont, and later Whitehall, New York. He was sold when quite
old to a Mr. Ramsdell of St. Johnsbury, Vermont, and finally about
1826 to a Mr. Barker, also of St. Johnsbury. He was described as a
handsome, round, long-bodied horse, strong limbed, and his stock
known as excellent workers. Chanticleer had quite a reputation as
a runner, causing some to believe he was Thoroughbred. However,
Mr. Ramsdell noted that Chanticleer was called Dutch or what was
known at that time as “French Morgan,” which suggests he may
have spent at least part of his early years in Canada.
In an interview with Joseph Battell, Dr. Warren B. Sargent of
Pawlet, Vermont, who claimed to have had conversations with the
people who raised Chanticleer, described him as follows:
“The first I knew of Chanticleer was at Fort Ann, about
1813; then he was kept here by old Uncle Stoddard. His get
were regular Dutch-modeled horses, strong and resolute,
not large, but wonderfully good workers. He was not over
fifteen hands high, I think; a good weighty-kind of a horse.
They called him a Dutch horse.”
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Chanticleer is frequently found in Morgan pedigrees. His son,
the Lock Goss Horse (x a daughter of Justin Morgan) sired the
dam of Perkins’ Young Morrill (x Morrill). This line is widespread
through descendants of the famous mare Morrill Queen, dam of
both The Admiral (x Jubilee de Jarnette) and Hero Of Manilla (x
Herod). The Admiral is found in a majority of Western working
and sport Morgan pedigrees tracing to Sellman and Hill breeding,
while Hero Of Manila comes through Brunk breeding among
descendants of Flyhawk and his sire Go Hawk, and is found in all
disciplines. Another persistent line of Chanticleer comes through
his daughter Nancy, dam of Putnam Morgan (also known as
Burbank Morgan Jr).
Major Gordon (x Young Octoroon), foundation stallion of
Richard Sellman, was a great-grandson of Goff ’s Comet, son of
Chittenden County Morgan x Heman Allen mare, both by Putnam
Morgan. These lines were intertwined.
RED ROBIN
Red Robin was a stout, smoothly made bay horse, heavy black
mane and tail, and marked with a star and both hind feet white. He
was foaled about 1816 and owned by Moses Bates of Springfield,
Vermont, and believed to have been bred by Amos Gill, or possibly
by Mr. Bates. Mr. Bates raised him from a colt, and he was well
known and highly regarded in the local vicinity. The Justin Morgan
horse was kept within a few miles from the farms of Mr. Bates and
Mr. Gill during 1815, the season Red Robin was gotten, and he was
said to have been a son of the old Morgan horse. He was described
as about the same size and build as Gifford Morgan, but with a
longer hip, and weighed about 1,000 pounds. He was known as a
fine traveler and trotter, as well as being used as a draft horse in a
team, hauling heavy loads to Boston. Red Robin sired the gray mare
Poll, dam of the famous Ethan Allen 50 (x Black Hawk) which can
be found in virtually all Morgan pedigrees today.
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ABOVE: Poll (Red Robin by Justin Morgan x Bemis mare), as drawn by Brenda Tippin, was the mare of Ethan Allen.
This mare appears in the pedigrees of virtually all Morgan today.

Frederick Leland, who was present at the breeding of Ethan’s
dam, and the first person to see her when she was foaled, said
in a statement for the May 25, 1888 Middlebury Register, “I think
Ethan Allen got his color and a good part of his activity from Red
Robin. Red Robin was as handsome a bay horse as ever you saw,
a playful horse, supple as a fox, as handsome as Ethan Allen, who
looked like him.”
A Mr. Parker of Springfield, Vermont, who knew the horse,
told Joseph Battell in an interview, “Robin was a Morgan-built
horse, about fifteen hands; thick set; he had the go in him. If it had
been the trotting days, he would have been a sporting horse; he
went right to the ground, and carried his feet behind outside of his
forward ones. My father raised a colt from him that did wonders
down country. Sold at a high price and became a trotter.”
The dam of Ethan Allen was got by Red Robin in 1829, and
she was foaled in 1830. That year, or the next, Red Robin was
taken to Canada.
DEFIANCE
Little is known about the son of Justin Morgan known as Defiance,
other than what can be gleaned from a few advertisements. He was
probably foaled between 1800–1805, and the reputation of being
“Dutch” or Morgan followed him throughout his life. He was a
handsome bay, similar in style and appearance to old Justin, and
believed to be a son of his, but no descendants can be traced today.
He was advertised in the Windsor Republican of May 24, 1809
as follows:
“The horse Defiance at Josiah Tilden’s, Hartford, at
Pomfret, and Elisha Taylor’s at Woodstock, bright bay;
colts have proved very good. $2 to $3.”
Kendall Hallock
Pomfret
In 1811 he was advertised again in the Windsor Republican:
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“That noted horse Defiance in Windsor. Said horse is 15
hands and one inch high, of a bright bay, nerves regular,
of high carriage and great speed His stock is remarkably
good, and is more highly approved of than that of any
other horse in the vicinity.”
Ezekiel B. Beckwith
Claremont
May 25, 1811
Mr. Wait advertises in the Danville North Star of 1823, “The noted
Dutch horse Defiance at Peacham, Cabot and Danville, Vermont,
terms $3.”
Joseph Battell states in the American Stallion Register, Volume
II, “The testimony that there was a horse called Defiance, by Justin
Morgan, has come to us from a number of sources in Caledonia
County, Vermont, including such intelligent horsemen as Mr.
Aaron Smith of Danville, and Mr. T. Bridgeman of Hardwick.”
RANDOLPH HORSE
The Randolph Horse owned by David Carpenter of Randolph,
Vermont, was bay, about 1,200 pounds, described as “low and
well-built,” and said to be by Justin Morgan. He was sent to Boston
about 1818, and left no traceable descendants.
GORDON HORSE
One of the larger sons of Justin Morgan, the Gordon Horse was
dark bay, 1,400 pounds, and described as “low and heavy built.” He
was bred by Joseph Gordon of Danville, Vermont, sired by Justin
Morgan out of a sorrel mare named Doll, brought from Canada
and said to be French. The Gordon Horse was taken to Boston,
Massachusetts by a John Stearns, where he was sold and used as a
working horse. No descendants of the Gordon Horse can be traced
today. Solomon Langmaid, born at Danville, Vermont, February,
1796, who knew this horse also recalled two geldings got by Justin
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Morgan and considered very valuable, “One a dark brown, not
quite black, should think he would weigh 1,200 or 1,500 pounds,
bred by a Mr. Bickford, who kept him and wore him out; and the
other bay with head well up, a smart horse, about 1,200, owned all
his life by a Mr. Brooks.” American Morgan Horse Register, Volume I.
BRANDYWINE
Brandywine was brought to Mercer, Maine about 1829 by a Mr.
Bean, who then sold him to Joshua Young as a son of the original
Morgan horse. It will be remembered that old Justin Morgan was
owned the last two years of his life by a Levi Bean on whose farm
he died in 1821 at the advanced age of 32 years. Possibly the Mr.
Bean who brought Brandywine to Maine was a relative of Levi
Bean, and Brandywine may have been one of the last sons of the
old horse. He stood about 14 ½ hands tall and was very compact
and muscular, weighing about 1,000 pounds. His chest was deep
and broad, forearms wide and flat, back short and strong with
powerful hindquarters. He was dark bay in color with black legs
and thick heavy black mane and tail and a foretop that hung to his
nose. Like his sire and most of his brothers he had to work very
hard. Mr. Young owned the biggest and best farm in Mercer and
depended upon Brandywine for a large part of the work that went
into it. When his oxen were unable to pull a wagon of corn that had
been loaded too heavily, he hitched on Brandywine. The farmhand

(Currier & Ives, Library of Congress)
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who witnessed this said he never saw a horse pull like that in his
life. Brandywine settled himself so it seemed his belly was no more
than eighteen inches from the ground, his muscles bulging and
then the load finally moved. Descendants of Brandywine can be
found today in the Standardbred breed, but his blood is believed to
be lost to the Morgan breed.
CORBIN’S FOX, YOUNG TRAVELER, OR PADDY
Paddy was a black or dark brown horse, called black chestnut by
some. He was foaled about 1814, and stood about 14 ¾ hands tall,
and weighed about 950 pounds. He was deep in the chest with
good withers and excellent bone and muscle, short legged and
well proportioned, and more powerfully built in the hindquarters.
His head was expressive and fine with short sharp ears beautifully
formed, a large lustrous kind eye, and uncommonly fine nostrils.
His disposition was kind and pleasant, and easy to handle. He was
a great traveler at the walk and considered a good roadster, but not
a fast runner for racing but remarkable in endurance.
When he was three, he was purchased by Royal Corbin, of
Craftsbury, Vermont, from a man in Albany, New York, who had
been using him to skid logs. Mr. Corbin kept him for several years,
during which time he was known as Corbin’s Fox or Young Traveler.
He was later owned by Isaac Patterson of Bath, New Hampshire
and his name was changed to Paddy.
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Interestingly, this was the same Paddy who was accused of
being the sire of Black Hawk. John Bellows, who had Sherman
Morgan at that time, purchased Paddy in July of 1829, and kept
him the season of 1830, then sold him in the fall of that year to
George Bothwell of Northumberland, New Hampshire. In 1831,
Mr. Bothwell sold the horse to a party in Rhode Island. Black Hawk
was foaled in 1833, and Paddy had long been far from the vicinity
by the season of 1832 when Black Hawk was got. Mr. Kelly, who
owned the dam at the time she was bred to Sherman, attested that
during the spring of 1832, Mr. Bellows brought old Sherman to
his farm and stopped there one night each week between May 8th
and July 31st. While Paddy had sometimes traveled with Sherman
as a teaser the season of 1830 when Bellows kept him, there was no
other stallion present or on the property when the mare was bred
in 1832. Mr. Bellows and Mr. Kelly both saw Sherman cover the
mare and were certain no other horse came near her.
The story, heavily promoted by Allen W. Thompson, a wellknown journalist of the day, and in turn accepted and included by
the Massachusetts Secretary of Agriculture in his annual report,
was that two teenage boys had sneaked into the stable late one
night where Paddy, Sherman and the mare were kept, and bred
the mare to Paddy by lantern. This story curiously never surfaced
until well after David Hill purchased Black Hawk in 1844, by which
time he was nearly twelve years old, and his popularity in the stud
threatened that of his rival, Gifford Morgan. The matter was tried
in court, and under cross-examination, many key elements of
the claim did not hold up. For one, the date when the breeding
of Paddy to Black Hawk’s dam was said to have occurred did not
match any of the dates Sherman had served the mare or had been
stabled with her. For another, it was proven that Paddy had been
sold the year before and was nowhere in the vicinity. The court
determined that Sherman was indeed the sire of Black Hawk.
Still, having once been circulated, it was the type of story that
never really dies and to this day still surfaces, causing people to
question whether Paddy might be the true sire of Black Hawk. Not
satisfied with the court verdict alone, the matter was fully investigated
by some of the most noted horsemen of the day, who personally
interviewed the parties involved. One of these was Simon W. Parlin,
a highly respected veteran of the Civil War, and editor at the time of
the American Horse Breeder magazine. Mr. Parlin carefully pointed
out errors in the story as reported by Mr. Thompson and others.
According to evidence Mr. Parlin found, it was his opinion the story
had been got up out of whole cloth by some speculators who had
purchased stock in old Gifford Morgan. The embellished Paddy
stories portrayed him as an English or Thoroughbred horse, known
for siring speedy trotters, and that Black Hawk looked exactly like
him. The intent seemed to hope that Black Hawk’s Morgan heritage
would be discredited, but if that was the case, the originators of
the story failed to do their homework, for Paddy was just as much
a Morgan as old Sherman. And, since Paddy was a half-brother to
Sherman, a colt of Sherman’s might very well resemble him.
At some time later after Paddy went to Rhode Island, he was
owned in Boston. According to tradition, Paddy carried his owner,
fleeing from officers, from Boston to Stanstead, Quebec, a distance
of some 225 miles in remarkable time. Thus, Paddy did contribute
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to the reputation of the Morgan breed. However, aside from the
remote possibility that both the court and the many knowledgeable
horsemen who thoroughly investigated matter were somehow
mistaken in believing the story of his siring Black Hawk, Paddy
unfortunately left no traceable descendants within the Morgan
breed, or other breeds.
*****
This list is by no means complete. Doubtless there were many
more sons of Justin Morgan, some, perhaps, whose blood lives on
uncredited, and many whose blood was lost or absorbed into other
breeds. Nevertheless, all of these horses contributed to the spread
of the Morgan breed and the high regard in which it was held. n
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