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America’s First Equine Celebrity
ETHAN ALLEN

Having profiled Justin Morgan (TMH, January 2015), then accounted for the sons (both famous and lesser
known), our resident historian now details other descendants as she chronicles the early history of the breed.

O

By Brenda L. Tippin

f all historic early Morgans, the influence of Ethan Allen is
perhaps the most profound. His fame during his lifetime
won remarkable recognition for the breed, and he is the
most recent of the early Morgans who can fairly be said
to have a major impact on virtually all Morgan pedigrees today.
EARLY HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
Ethan Allen, foaled in 1849, was perhaps the first horse who,

during his lifetime, had the distinction of being hailed as the
darling of the American public. It was a time when trotting races
were an immensely popular sport, in many ways more so even
than Thoroughbred racing. This was due largely to the fact that
almost anyone could own a fast trotter, and since nearly everyone,
of necessity, owned a driving horse, there was always the chance
that one’s everyday horse might prove to have a fair amount of
trotting speed.

ABOVE: Ethan Allen, painted by W. F. Atwood and engraved by J. Duthie (Frank Forester’s Horse and Horsemanship, Vol. II).
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TOP TO BOTTOM: Ethan Allen, photographed from life, by Schreiber &
Son (The Horse in the Stable and Field); Ethan Allen weathervane featured in
Cushing & White advertisement, circa 1875 (public domain); Ethan Allen,
from instantaneous photo by Rockwood (Harpers Weekly).
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Trotting contests were fought hard through several heats, and
often well attended by large crowds of cheering fans and bettors.
Ethan Allen, at the age of four years old, burst into the public
consciousness, eclipsing everything that had appeared before him
at that age, defeating the good mare Rose Of Washington in three
heats of 2:36, 2:39, and 2:42. It was then the fastest time ever made
by a four-year-old, and it was done on a half-mile track with short
corners, which added several seconds to the time of each half
mile. This feat earned him the venerable title, Champion Trotting
Stallion of the World, which he held for six years, also remarkable
in that competitive era. Combined with his comparatively small
size, spirited and handsome appearance accented by the longest
and heaviest flowing mane and tail anyone had ever seen on a
trotting racer, Ethan Allen, with his engaging personality, was
an instant hit. His races were the subject of many Currier & Ives
prints, and he was also the model for several versions of the popular
weathervanes manufactured by Cushing & White in Waltham,
Massachusetts. These weathervanes were made entirely of copper
and gilded with twenty-three carat gold leaf.
In his book The Horse of America, John H. Wallace wrote,
“His trotting gait was recognized by the best judges and experts
as probably more perfect than that of any horse of his day. Others
have gone faster singly, but no one has done it in greater perfection
of motion. In his great flights of speed, he was not bounding in the
air, but down close to the ground with a gliding motion that steals
from quarter-pole to quarter-pole with inconceivable rapidity.”
ETHAN ALLEN,
HIS BREEDING, TYPE AND CHARACTER
Ethan was bred by Joel Holcomb of Ticonderoga, New York.
As a colt he was a family pet, and Mrs. Holcomb remarked that
whenever he passed the kitchen window, he would stick his head
in, hoping to get a piece of cake. Ethan’s sire was the great Black
Hawk, son of Sherman Morgan, who was the best known son
of old Justin Morgan. His dam was a little gray Morgan mare
named Poll.
Ethan was bright bay in color marked with a star, narrow
irregular stripe on his nose, and three white feet. Virtually all
accounts are consistent in describing him both as “small” and
about 15 hands tall, weighing about 1,000 pounds. He had the long
body and smooth symmetrical proportions which stamped him as
distinctly Morgan in type. All accounts also agree that he was an
exceptionally handsome horse of great beauty, and that his gait was
faultless. His back was short and strong with powerful loins and
excellent coupling; a long hip and well-muscled hindquarters. His
shoulder was deep and laid back with neck of good length carried
well up, clean throatlatch and a beautiful head with large bright
intelligent eyes and expressive ears. It was reported in the Boston
Cultivator of 1856, “His form is very symmetrical, and he has great
strength and power for his bulk, with a hardy constitution. His
style of movement is beautiful, showing nearly the precision of the
most perfect mechanism.”
Ethan was not without his critics, however, for there were
those who felt the interest in trotting speed was responsible for
diluting much of the old Morgan type. Ethan was accused of being
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ABOVE: George M Patchen, Lady Suffolk, Princess, Ethan Allen, and Flora Temple, 1860 by W. F. Atwood.

too light in the body, and having crooked hind legs which made
him unsound. Most of these criticisms were made long after the
old horse was gone. It must be borne in mind that Ethan spent
the majority of his life on the turf—a full 20 years, from the age
of two to twenty-two, and by some accounts raced as late as age
25. This was in an era when races were grueling contests of three
to five heats, one or two miles each. Being kept in racing trim all
his life made him appear much lighter in body than he really was,
and any image of him ever published was styled to present him as
a trotting racer. There were old timers who remembered the old
Justin Morgan, and said that in fact, Ethan resembled him strongly.
It must be remembered that Ethan was born at the height of the
trotting era, when a good road horse was as necessary to most
households as a car is today. It was only natural that horses who
showed speed were raced, and trotting speed in Morgan lines was a
part of Justin Morgan’s original legacy.
Other horses trotted more races than Ethan, but of all the
notable trotters, none even approached spending the long years on
the turf that Ethan campaigned. Remarkably, he was also kept for
stud service throughout that entire time. Even in those days it was
rare for a stallion to continue racing for any length of time after
he entered stud service, for both of these activities take a great toll
upon a horse’s strength and vitality. It is true that Ethan had a shape
to his hind legs which some described as “crooked,” but he was
certainly not unsound, and the fact that he continued to campaign
and win races against some of the best trotters of the day for as
long as he did immediately dispels any notion of unsoundness if
any thought is given to the matter at all. In trotting, he had what
was called a “spread-gait,” meaning that at trotting speed in full
162 October 2016

stride, his hind legs would reach to the outside of his forelegs. This
gave him tremendous propulsion and there was no interference or
worry he would cut himself. He was known as not being a weight
puller, but again, considering the intensity of the constant demands
that were placed upon him, this is not surprising and should be no
discredit to his ability. What is more surprising is that Ethan was
able to give as much of himself as he did and to keep it up through
his long life without ever diminishing or breaking down.
John Splan in his book, Life With the Trotters, remarked that
Ethan Allen was his ideal of the gentleman’s road horse, and was
the best trotter in snow he had ever known, and that he had seen
Mr. Simmons drive Ethan and his son Honest Allen (x Brooks
mare by Sherman Morgan) hitched to a sleigh faster than he had
ever seen a team go that way. In 1862, Ethan Allen and Honest
Allen trotted on the Centreville track in 2:23½, a world record for
a team in double harness at that time.
In an editorial in the National Livestock Journal in 1873 it was
written of Ethan, “His way of going is quite generally considered
the very perfection of the trotting gait, his action is as regular and
smooth as a piece of machinery, and his form and style are very
nearly faultless. He is now 24 years old, yet he shows all the speed of
his former days, his legs are as clean as those of a sucking foal, and
his eye has lost none of its youthful fire and determination. He bears
fewer marks of age than any horse of his years we have ever seen, and
a large number of foals will be dropped to him this season.”
In 1874, when Ethan was 25 years of age, President Ulysses
S. Grant was given a ride behind the old horse. Grant was so
impressed with his speed and beauty, he commissioned Mr. Akers
to buy him two broodmares to be bred to him.
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Besides his speed, Ethan was known as
an exceptional show horse. It was said that
the noted photographer Schreiber, who
had many years’ experience photographing
show horses, remarked that in all the
winning show horses he had photographed,
most were by sons or grandsons of Ethan,
or else from dams of his family.
Only 72 of his get were registered as
Morgans, yet his offspring surely numbered
in the hundreds with a great many being
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sold as gentlemen’s road horses or show
horses, which were never recorded in either
the Trotting Register or Morgan Register.
DAM OF ETHAN ALLEN
The dam of Ethan Allen was a small,
but spirited gray mare whose breeding
remained a mystery for nearly 40 years.
Given Ethan’s fame, some efforts had been
made to trace it, but the overwhelming
prejudice at the time was that any horse

with trotting speed had to be related
somehow to Messenger, and if the horse
happened to be gray, that was considered
proof of the theory. It was not the first time
descendants of Justin Morgan who showed
trotting speed were appropriated and
credited to Messenger. The great trotting
mare Lady Suffolk was a prime example.
She was gray and a granddaughter of the
gray horse Engineer who, as soon as he
showed descendants who could trot, was
presumed to be a son of Messenger. Joseph
Battell, however, found he was in fact a son
of Justin Morgan.
So, it was with the dam of Ethan
Allen. Battell, relentlessly traveling the
countryside by horse and buggy and
interviewing everyone he could find who
ever had anything to do with a horse he
was trying to trace, as well as interviewing
their relatives and neighbors in order
to fix dates and establish credibility,
succeeded in tracing Ethan’s dam to her
breeder and discovering her full history.
He first published this in the Middlebury
Register of 1886, and later in Volume II
of his American Stallion Register. Wallace
had gone to great effort to establish the
idea that Ethan’s dam was a daughter of
Freeman’s Messenger, suggesting as likely
evidence the “tradition” that she had been
brought from Vermont, and therefore
“probably came from the region where
Freeman’s Messenger had been standing
for a number of years.”
However, as Battell discovered, Ethan’s
dam was bred by John Fields of Springfield,
Vermont, and foaled in 1830. Her sire was
a horse known as Red Robin, owned by
Moses Bates, also of Springfield, which Mr.
Bates had bred and/or raised from a colt,
and was said to be a son of Justin Morgan.
Robin was foaled about 1816, and
got when Justin Morgan was kept by Joel
Goss in Claremont, New Hampshire, about
three or four miles from the Bates place.
He was described as a handsome, smooth
made, bay horse with a star and both hind
feet white, heavy black mane and tail;
about 15 hands tall and 1,000 pounds,
deep through the chest with long, round
body, and muscular hindquarters. He was
thought to resemble old Justin and showed
trotting speed, sharing with Ethan the
characteristics of dropping his body very
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low to the ground when trotting fast, and carrying his hind feet
outside of his forward ones. He was also used as a draft horse and
was used in a stage team to Boston.
Ethan’s second dam was a dark brown or black mare who
showed signs of turning gray. She was bred by a Mr. Bemis of
Baltimore, Vermont, and believed to have been sired by a gray
son of Bulrush Morgan. The dam of the Bemis mare in turn was
a handsome chestnut mare owned by Dr. Chandler, which he had
brought from Tunbridge, Vermont, and was a daughter of old
Justin Morgan.
Frederick A. Leland, then a young man of 18, was working for
Fields at the time these events occurred. He recalled the Chandler
mare and her daughters: “They said this mare was by the old Justin
Morgan. This mare brought several colts: my grandfather had one,
a bay mare, a Morgan mare for all the world, that I used to ride in
scrub races when I was about 12 years old.”
Leland held the Bemis mare when she was bred to Robin,
a stallion he had been well acquainted with from his earliest
boyhood, and he had occasion to be certain that the Bemis mare
was not bred to nor covered by any other horse that season. He
was with her when she foaled and was the first to see the filly,
which was born mouse gray and began to turn gray fairly soon.
When she was four years old, Fields gave Leland 60 Connecticut
clocks to sell, saying he would pay him a dollar for each one he
sold. Fields borrowed the Bemis mare and sold the clocks, then
bought the gray mare from Fields with the $60 he earned and
used her on his peddler’s wagon. Leland found her too nervous
for this work, however, and so traded her to Rufus Rising, who
kept her until 1838 and raised at least one foal from her. She was
then owned by George Johnson for a short time, and he traded
her to Warner Cook. Although Cook weighed 200 pounds, the
mare was able to trot a mile in less than three minutes with
Cook on her back. Rising, Johnson, and Cook all used her for
heavy work drawing logs in the woods, but saw her frequently
afterwards throughout her life.
The mare was later owned by Warner Cook and then his son
William. She was owned by the Cook family, who called her Poll,
for a number of years. William Cook bred her to Young Sir Charles
in 1842, 1843, and 1844, then sold her to George Weed with her last
foal by her side and in foal again to Young Sir Charles. The first of
her colts was a bay horse which, according to Wallace, was taken
to Canada and won a 100 mile trotting race. The second was a filly
which became known as Young Poll, who was the second dam of
the Daniel Lambert son Abraham. Abraham’s dam, Polly Cook by
Black Hawk, was a three-quarter sister to Ethan. This line going
back through Poll to the Chandler mare by Justin Morgan may be
found in many Morgan pedigrees today, including certain Brunk
lines, C. X. Larrabee, Jackson Ranch, and Cross Ranch breeding.
Another daughter of Poll by Young Sir Charles was Polly Smith,
the second dam of Ben Franklin by Daniel Lambert. This line
appears in the pedigree of Jubilee King (Penrod x Daisette) and is
frequently found in pedigrees tracing to Brunk breeding.
Weed kept Poll until the fall of 1844 and then traded her to
Joel Holcomb and she produced her last foal by Young Sir Charles,
a bay filly, the next spring. Poll was then bred to Black Hawk,
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producing the mare Black Hawk Maid in 1846 and the colt Red Leg
(a gray colt with a red leg) in 1847, full siblings to Ethan and both
good trotters. In 1848, she produced a chestnut filly by Wicker’s Sir
Walter who died a three years of age; Ethan Allen by Black Hawk
in 1849; missed to Black Hawk in 1850, and died in foal to Black
Hawk in 1851 at the age of 21, as someone had thoughtlessly filed
her teeth so she was unable to chew her food.
Battell recorded the testimonies of several eyewitnesses who
remembered Ethan’s dam in Volume I of the Morgan Register:
Hoyt Johnson, who knew the mare in 1835 recalled her as:
“a small, low, thick-built mare, kind and good to work. She had
good full mane and tail; was iron gray when I first knew her.
She was a handsome mare, handsome made, round all over;
good roadster; long hips; square behind; smooth, handsome
limbs; not very long neck.”
Justus B. Rising, who remembered her from 1837, said,
“She was a regular jumper; couldn’t keep her anywhere. She
was a good-bodied mare, chunked; that is, there was a good
deal of her; about medium height, good head and neck; a good
traveler, never knew of her being fast, but active. She had good
mane, and tail nearly down to the ground.”
Azro M. Bailey who owned a livery stable and knew the
mare from 1838 through the rest of her life remembered: “She
was a screamer on the road. I once drove her to Weybridge,
Vermont, by the side of a chestnut mare. I never drove a better
team. I think this was in 1842. She was sound. She was full
fifteen hands; pretty good chest; pretty broad; shoulder good;
hind leg rather crooked; you would call her a little leggy. She
had a very good back; long hip; legs rather fine, not heavy. She
had a splendid ear, slim, thin, pretty good length, stuck them
right up; handsome mane and tail, good length, but not what
you would call heavy or bushy; long slim head, wide between
the eyes; not a Roman nose, a mare-faced head, a little inclined
to be dishing; a first-rate eye, large and bold-looking, a mare
of great intelligence. She was as fine a roader as you ever sat
behind; ambitious, full of vim all day long.”
THE FLYING MORGAN STORY
Like his sire before him, and like several famous Morgans, the
paternity of Ethan Allen was called into question and it was
rumored that he was in fact sired by Flying Morgan (Hackett Horse
by Gifford Morgan x Allen mare by Allen Horse, son of Bulrush
Morgan) instead of Black Hawk. This story was in fact started by
Joel Holcomb, the breeder of Ethan Allen, who happened to be a
nephew of David Hill, owner of Black Hawk, and wanted to play
a joke on his uncle because he was irritated by an unnecessarily
overbearing letter Hill had sent him demanding payment for Black
Hawk’s services, without even giving him a chance to pay in a
reasonable time. According to John H. Wallace, who had the story
from a reliable eyewitness and was quite certain it was an accurate
account, Joel Holcomb came into the barroom of S. B. Woodward’s
hotel at Ticonderoga one day when quite a number had gathered,
and proclaimed he was going to write a letter to R. M. Adams, of
Burlington, Vermont, the owner of Flying Morgan, and he was
going to have some fun with him. He wrote, “I don’t know but I
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ABOVE: Ethan Allen and George M. Patchen, Union Course, October 1858 by Currier & Ives

have made all the reputation for David Hill and old Black Hawk
that I came to. I am willing to have the credit go where it belongs,
and desire to let yourself and the public know that my colt Ethan
Allen is got by your horse Flying Morgan.”
Holcomb read the letter to the bystanders and assured them
they would see his letter in all the Vermont papers the next
week. “Won’t Uncle David be mad?” he declared gleefully. When
his friends expressed concern about people taking the joke as
truth since Ethan was so famous, Holcomb added a postscript
to his letter below his signature, “Flying Morgan never covered
the dam of Ethan Allen, never smelt of her, and never saw her,
consequently Ethan Allen was not by Flying Morgan, however,
he can beat Flying Morgan or any other stallion in the state of
Vermont.” However, he left a wide space between his signature and
the postscript, knowing full well what would happen. According
to Wallace, Mr. Adams exhibited Flying Morgan at many of the
fairs the next summer, and showed Holcomb’s letter to numerous
people with the postscript torn off.
“Every man in Ticonderoga knew how Ethan was bred
and this letter created much indignation,” Wallace wrote. “But
Holcomb was a reckless man and cared for nothing more than
what he called a good joke, and the more it hurt anyone’s feelings,
the better it suited him.” The Horse of America, In His Derivation,
History, and Development.
Holcomb had reckoned without knowledge of how such a
story would spread and it was reported as fact in many equine
journals of the day with various embellishments to make it all the
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(Library of Congress).

more convincing. He approached Wallace anxiously some years
later inquiring to know how he intended to register Ethan and
wanting to be certain that Black Hawk was recorded as the sire. To
this day, there are still many, including numerous Morgan owners,
who firmly believe the Flying Morgan story is true.
ETHAN’S LIFE AND OWNERS
When Ethan was a colt, Joel Holcomb sold half an interest in him to
Orville S. Roe of Shoreham, Vermont, and during the earlier years
of his life, he was jointly owned by Holcomb and Roe. In between
races, he was kept for service at Larrabee’s Point in Shoreham, and
some seasons at Cambridge, Massachusetts.
In 1855, Ethan was exhibited at the U.S. Agricultural Society
Fair in Boston, Massachusetts, where the noted horseman John
Dimon, as a young man, had been unanimously appointed judge.
He competed against many other noted stallions of the day and
attracted much attention with his great style and beauty.
Finally, at the age of 13 he was sold to Frank Baker, who in
turn sold him to J. D. Walton and the famous reinsman, Dan Mace.
Mace, born in 1833, at that time was considered one of the greatest
harness race drivers of all time, next to Hiram Woodruff, and was
nicknamed “the wizard of the reins.”
Ethan was sold again in 1866 and passed through several
owners in Massachusetts, until finally he was sold to Colonel
Amasa Sprague for $7,500 at the age of 21. Sprague kept him at
Rhode Island for a time, and then sent him to the Sprague and
Akers stock farm at Lawrence, Kansas, where he finally retired from
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ABOVE: Ethan Allen and mate race against Lantern and mate in a match for $10,000 to skeleton wagon, best three in five, at
Union Course, May 18, 1859, as depicted by Currier & Ives (Library of Congress).

racing, and was well cared for during his final years. At the close
of the Civil War, Sprague formed a partnership with Benjamin
Franklin Akers who had operated a livery stable in Leavenworth,
Kansas, supplying horses for the army and running freight to
Denver. The partners bought a tract of land adjoining the city of
Lawrence, Kansas, and erected stables and a training track. For
the next several years, Ethan was the crown of this establishment.
He was a prolific sire and was bred largely to thoroughbred mares
during those years.
RACE RECORD
For Ethan’s first race, he was entered in a contest at the Clinton
County Fair, in September of 1852, for a prize offered for threeyear-old stallions. He won in two heats, with a time of 3:20 and
3:20, over a track fetlock deep in heavy sand. In 1853, Ethan Allen
trotted a match on the Union Course against the famous mare Rose
Of Washington, for a match of the best three in five heats. Ethan
won in three straight heats with a best time of 2:36 for the mile on
a half-mile track. In 1855, he was entered at Cambridge at the fair
of the United States Agricultural Society with Columbus, Sherman
Black Hawk, (also known as the North Horse), and Stockbridge
Chief, for a stallion purse of $200. Ethan easily won this event in
two heats, trotting in 2:34½ and 2:37. In October of 1856 he was
entered at Boston in a match of best three in five to wagon against
the stallion Hiram Drew, winning in 2:44½, 2:40½ and 2:40. He
repeated this victory two days later in even faster times of 2:36½,
2:32¾ and 2:35½.
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In 1858, at nine years of age, he distanced George M. Patchen
to wagon at the Union Course, Long Island for a match of $2,000.
Ethan trotted this race in 2:28, becoming the first stallion ever
to trot in less than 2:30, and at least equaling the wagon record
which Flora Temple had at that time. Ethan was next matched
in a race against Lantern for $5,000 a side in which both he and
Lantern were hitched with running mates. This involved careful
adjustment of the traces so that the running mate, generally a big
strong thoroughbred, going at a fast running gait, would pull the
weight of the wagon. The idea was to allow the trotter to extend
himself to his best speed without being encumbered by the weight
of the wagon or sulky and driver.
While it would seem an advantage, few horses were adept at
going this way, and the method was usually fraught with difficulties
such as the trotter being pulled of his feet by the running horse, or
breaking his trotting gait into a run to keep up. Often the trotter
required special shoeing to balance him while trying to stay
focused on maintaining a pure trot while hitched beside a running
horse. It was a controversial method with many arguing the trotter
hitched in this way received an unfair advantage, but considering
all things, it seems likely that in most cases whatever advantage
the trotter received from being relieved of the weight was at least
equally offset by being hitched in what could only be described
as a peculiar and awkward arrangement. Ethan Allen was one
of a handful of horses who excelled in going this way, and never
needed anything for balance. Moreover, he was able to maintain
his condition throughout the 20 years he campaigned on the turf,
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needing little work to prepare him for a race at any given time.
In 1859, driven by Hiram Woodruff, Ethan was matched
against the famous mare Flora Temple in single harness to wagon
for $2,000, the best three in five heats. Although the mare won the
race, Ethan finished gamely and was beaten only a length in 2:25,
the fastest mile ever trotted to wagon at that point and Woodruff
felt he deserved a great deal of credit.
During 1861, Ethan, hitched with running mate, won three
matches against Flora Temple and running mate. The first on July
15, Ethan won in three heats with times of 2:22¾, 2:22, and 2:22¼.
They met again on August 8 for $200 with Ethan again winning in
2:24¾, 2:22, and 2:22. The most dramatic was the third contest, for
$5,000, best three in five of mile heats. In the first heat, Flora took
the lead, reaching the quarter in 35½ seconds two lengths in front
of the team. Along the backstretch, she increased her advantage to
six or eight lengths at the half mile which she reached in 1:12½.
It appeared to the onlookers at that point to be an impossibility
for the team to overtake the fleet mare, but Holcomb was driving
the team and well knew what he was about. At that point, Ethan
began to turn on his remarkable speed so that he not only closed
the gap but was slightly ahead coming into the homestretch. Flora
fought back bravely keeping the spectators on the edge of their
seats as they dueled toward the finish line, Ethan and running
mate winning the heat by a length in 2:23. The second heat began
similarly, with Flora’s driver simply thinking he would increase
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the pace and leave the team behind. Flora reached the quarter in
35 seconds and the half mile was reached in 1:09½, with all the
horses close together. At that point, Ethan broke and Flora gained
six lengths before Holcomb got him back into his stride.
In an eyewitness account published in Spirit of the Times, John
Gorman wrote of Ethan,
“…gaining at every stride, his long, regular and sweeping
stroke keeping time to the quick extended stride of his running
mate, Socks, with the regularity of the action of machinery,
he won a magnificently-contested race up the homestretch
by a neck only, in the fastest time that was made on Long
Island, of two minutes nineteen and three-quarter seconds.
The announcement of the above time, which is equal to the
extraordinary record of the wonderful Flora herself on the
Kalamazoo track, produced intense excitement on the track.
Betting was out of the question; and the third heat, which was
also soon won by the famous stallion, was regarded as a foregone
conclusion. Flora, as in the previous heats, led to the half mile
pole, when Ethan came out to his work, and notwithstanding
her most determined efforts, won the heat and race by half a
length in 2:21.”
It was said that while training for this race, Ethan had been timed
at 1:06 for the half mile. Hiram Woodruff in his book, The Trotting
Horse of America, noted that Ethan would go from a standstill into
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ABOVE: Dexter, Ethan Allen, and mate, in a best 3 of 5 race at Fashion Course, as depicted by Currier & Ives

a perfect square trot, and that very few could head him for the half
mile.
Trotting races with double teams had not been in fashion for
a number of years, but in 1862 they were quite popular. Dan Mace
harnessed Ethan Allen and Honest Allen together and matched
them against the noted trotter Toronto Chief and running mate
at the annual fair held on the Fashion Course at Long Island,
winning in 2:33 with the last half in 1:15. He then trotted them
over the Centreville course in two private trials, making times of
2:25 and 2:23, the last being a new world record for a team in
double harness. It is also worthy of note that Hiram Woodruff
pointed out that the distance of the Centreville course was actually
greater than a mile, but having once been decided as a mile track
could not be changed.
Ethan did not win all of his contests, however he won 33 of
55 races, an excellent record considering he continued to race for
20 years at the same time he was being used for stud, and seldom
received much special training or conditioning to prepare him. He
was also poisoned at least three times to prevent his winning—
twice by his breeder and owner Joel Holcomb, purely so Holcomb
could have an advantage in betting. One of the poisoning attempts
was the race when Ethan was matched against George Wilkes at the
Fashion Course on September 10, 1862, and George Wilkes won
with times of 2:24¾, 2:25¾, and 2:31.
174 October 2016

(Library of Congress).

Fortunately, Ethan survived these poisoning episodes although
they doubtless took a toll upon his vitality. Ethan never defeated
Flora Temple in single harness except for the last time they met on
September 28, 1865 in Burlington, Vermont, which was more of an
exhibition than an official race, when Ethan’s owner declared he
would trot the old horse against Flora Temple that afternoon in a
half mile match to satisfy the spectators. Ethan trotted the half mile
in 1:10 with Flora finishing in 1:10½. At 16 years of age, Ethan was
considered retired, and yet he continued to be brought back for
many more races.
1867 was perhaps Ethan’s most intense racing year. Hitched
with running mate and driven by Dan Mace, he defeated Brown
George and running mate on May 29 in three heats for $1000, with
times of 2:29, 2:21, and 2:19. Now 18 years old, plans were made
to match him against the brown gelding, Dexter, a son of Rysdyk’s
Hambletonian with white face and four white socks, whose dam
was a little Morgan mare named Clara, by Seeley’s American Star.
Dexter had been trained by the master reinsman Hiram Woodruff,
who had predicted he would beat everything he met, and he was
not far wrong. Dexter at that time was considered invincible and it
was largely due to his victories that the practice of keeping sons of
Hambletonian entire and giving them records sharply increased.
He had beaten virtually all competitors matched against him at
one, two, and three-mile heats in harness, to wagon, and under
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ABOVE: Ethan Allen and mate versus Dexter at Union Course, as depicted by Currier & Ives

saddle, and it seemed to his fans that no horse could even make
him extend himself in a race. Dexter had been sold for $14,000
the year before, although Woodruff considered it a small price
for a horse of his ability, and he would yet do even greater things.
Woodruff passed away in March 1867, and never saw the match
between Dexter and Ethan Allen with running mate which became
one of the most famous contests in harness racing history.
At that time, Ethan had for a running mate a Thoroughbred
mare by the name of Charlotte F. Mace had trained the mare to
run so evenly that the little stallion was able to exercise his trotting
powers to perfection when hitched beside her. The match was
arranged for $2,000, best three in five heats, and a huge crowd
gathered at the Fashion Course on the 21st of June, 1867, to see
the event. The match was arranged by Mr. Z. E. Simmons, then
owner of Ethan, who declared he was willing to match Ethan and
running mate against any horse in the world. It was the first race
in which a trotter with running mate attracted any kind of major
attention, and there were many heated debates about the supposed
advantages and possible disadvantages of trotting a horse in this
manner. Regardless, most were of the opinion that Mr. Simmons
had overmatched his horse.
John Splan, another great driver and author of the book Life
With the Trotters, was born in 1849, the same year as Ethan Allen,
and went to work for Dan Mace when he was 15 years old. After a
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(Library of Congress).

year in this position, on Mace’s advice, he began his own driving
and training business at the age of 16. Splan was also closely
acquainted with Mr. Simmons and was an eye-witness to this race,
as well as the preparation for it, and told the story from a different
perspective as the one given by John which is recorded in Volume I
of the Morgan Register.
Ethan never needed much work, seeming always to be ready
for a race, so Mace simply jogged him slow miles in preparation to
harden his muscles, and then occasionally hitch him with a runner
and brush him a mile at a rate of about 2:20 or a little faster. Dexter
was the strong favorite at four to one odds and Simmons said he
would accept all bets, large and small. However, the day before the
race, Charlotte F got cast in her stall, strained her shoulder, and
was unable to race. The only substitute available on short notice
was Brown George’s running mate, a black gelding that had been
ridden in the war, captured, and carried North. He was not highly
recommended as it was said he was inclined to quit after threequarters of a mile. Simmons had great faith in Ethan and was all for
going ahead with the match. Mace, however, insisted they should
pay forfeit and declare all outside money off, as Ethan had never
been hitched with this horse and it was too risky to trust all that
money on a horse he knew nothing about. Simmons reluctantly
agreed, but as so many had come to see the match, some from long
distances, they arranged to go ahead with the race for a smaller
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purse of $500 offered by the track proprietors.
The predominant cry of the crowds was, “Two to one on
Dexter!” Wallace claimed to observe such large numbers of bets
taken at this price. He became convinced that the lameness of
Charlotte F was merely a ruse given by Ethan’s backers in order
collect more favorable odds, which he believed had been even
before the original match was forfeited. According to Splan,
Charlotte F was genuinely lame and the unplanned forfeit resulted
in Ethan’s backers collecting far less than they otherwise would
have. Simmons continued to accept all bets on the new match,
however, some with odds as much as $1,100 to $10 in spite of
Mace trying to caution him, and seemed to be the only person in
the crowd who remained firmly convinced that Ethan would win.
Simmons had driven Ethan on the road a great deal, and insisted
Ethan could trot just as fast as any horse could run and believed
that with a running mate he could go at nearly a two-minute gait.
Wallace estimated that the crowd present numbered at least 40,000
and that at least a quarter of a million dollars were bet on the new
match in a matter of minutes.
Dexter drew the inside, and the first heat started off at a
furious pace. Wallace wrote, “When they got the word, the flight
of speed was absolutely terrific, so far beyond anything I had ever
witnessed in a trotting horse that I felt the hair rising on my head.
The running horse was next to me, and, notwithstanding my
elevation, Ethan was stretched out so near the ground that I could
see nothing of him but his ears. I fully believe that for several rods
at this point they were going at a two-minute gait.”
The team passed Dexter before the first turn, passing the
quarter pole in 32 seconds, three or four lengths in the lead. They
maintained this blistering pace through the next quarter, reaching
the half mile in 1:04 with Dexter falling still farther behind. Mace
then slowed his team, winning the heat by six or eight lengths in
the unprecedented time of 2:15. It was the best mile made by a
trotter up to that time under any type of rigging. Wallace added,
“Although some distance away, through the second quarter of this
heat, I had a fair, unobstructed side-view of the stallion and of his
action, when going at the lightning rate of 2:08 to the mile. I could
not observe that he received the slightest degree of propulsion
from the running horse; and my conviction was then, and is now,
that any such propulsion would have interfered with his own
unapproachable action, and would have retarded, rather than
helped him. The most noticeable feature in his style of movement
was the remarkable lowness to which he dropped his body, and
the straight gliding line it maintained at that elevation. After
witnessing the second heat and studying it carefully, I am firmly of
the opinion the team could have gone the first heat in 2:12 if it had
been necessary.”
In the second heat, the team had the inside, but Ethan broke
his gait soon after they started, allowing Dexter to gain the lead to
the half mile pole, which he reached in 1:06. Ethan had found his
stride, however, and the team came charging up the backstretch as
though shot from a cannon and had come up to Dexter’s wheel.
The pace was so intense, Ethan lost his footing again on the turn
so that Mace had to pull him nearly to a standstill, and Dexter
was nearly a full distance ahead so that any hope of catching him
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seemed impossible. With great determination, Ethan dug in and
the team not only saved their distance but overhauled Dexter and
beat him home five or six lengths in 2:16. Although Dexter was
known for his staying powers, the fierce struggle took its toll, and
the team won the third heat easily in 2:19. While many of Dexter’s
fans went away convinced that racing against a horse with running
mate was no fair match, Ethan’s performance was nothing short
of astounding—particularly considering that when this match was
made, he was 18 years old and had already suffered through three
episodes of poisoning. Moreover, Dexter was half Ethan’s age, in
his prime, and being a gelding, was kept only for racing and not
made to serve double duty for breeding purposes.
Though it is seldom reported, Ethan Allen and his running
mate were matched against Dexter again, two weeks later. This
match was for $3,500 and was held on the 4th of July at the halfmile track in Morristown, New Jersey. The team beat Dexter again
in three straight heats of 2:20½, 2:20¼, and 2:20—excellent time
for the much smaller half mile track, and notable that the time
for each heat was faster than the one before. Dexter’s full brother
Dictator is registered in Volume III of the Morgan Register, and he
is also the one responsible for one of the four surviving sirelines
in the Standardbred breed. Dexter was later purchased by the
horseman Robert Bonner for $34,000, for use in his private stable.
The next month, on August 13, Ethan and running mate went
to Rochester, New York, where he faced his son Honest Allen and
running mate in a match for $2,000. Ethan won in three heats, with
times of 2:26¼, 2:28¾, and 2:21. The two teams met again, a week
later, on August 20 at Avon New York, and Ethan defeated his son
a second time in 2:32¾, 2:24, and 2:20¾. He closed the season on
September 27 when he and his running mate met Honest Allen
and running mate for a final match at Somerville, New Jersey, for
$3,000. Ethan won again in 2:24¾, 2:19½, and 2:24½. Following
the season of 1867, Ethan appeared on the track only occasionally
in minor races, although according to Chester’s Complete Trotting
and Pacing Record, he did win a couple of matches as late as 1874,
when he was 25 years old.
Ethan Allen was elected as an Immortal to the Harness Racing
Hall of Fame in 1999.
THE X-FACTOR
It was largely due to the work of free-lance writer and reporter
Marianna Haun that the large heart gene was positively identified
in certain Thoroughbred bloodlines. Although Haun did not
have a scientific background, she became passionately interested
because of her association with the great Secretariat, whose great
heart was estimated to weigh 22.5 pounds in comparison with the
average heart weighing 8.5 pounds found in most Thoroughbreds
today. She authored three books on the subject, which now sell for
astronomical prices on Amazon since her death in March 2016, if
you can even find them at all. Scientific studies done in Australia
decades earlier had proven that the large heart travels only on the
X chromosome—a stallion with a large heart will pass it to all of
his daughters but cannot pass it to his sons.
A mare with a large heart will pass it to half her sons and
daughters—unless she is what is known as a “double copy” mare,
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meaning she inherited large heart genes on both the X chromosome
she received from her sire, as well as the one she received from her
dam. In this case, all her progeny will inherit the large heart gene.
If a mare is “single copy,” having only one large heart gene, she may
or may not express it, depending on which of her X chromosomes
is dominant—however, she will still pass her X chromosome with
the large heart gene to her offspring half the time on average, even
if she herself does not express it. Haun’s work, involving extensive
pedigree research to identify specific horses with the trait and
how it was inherited led to further study by the University of
Kentucky. In this project, equine cardiologist Dr. Frederick Fregin,
after measuring more than 400 horses with an ECG, found Haun’s
X-factor theory to be 100 percent consistent. It was further found
that the large heart is not necessarily related to the overall size of
the horse, and may often be found in smaller horses.
Haun was able to trace the large heart gene in Standardbreds
and Quarter Horses as well, and found connections on the X
chromosome all going back to Hautboy, one of the earliest
Thoroughbred ancestors. It has been suggested that the Justin
Morgan horse carried the large heart gene as well and, in fact,
his pedigree can be traced to Hautboy on the X chromosome. It
is also possible the large heart may be inherited through some
other lines Haun had not yet identified. At any rate, given Justin
Morgan’s history and the fact that he was able to outperform any
horse matched against him regardless of whether it was pulling,
walking, trotting, or running, suggests strongly that he did have
it. And, although he could not pass it to his sons, he could pass
it to his daughters, many of which were known to be exceptional
producers, another trait which is generally seen in stallions
with a large heart. Since these daughters of Justin Morgan were
frequently bred back to Justin’s sons and grandsons, the large heart
was almost certainly passed down through several Morgan lines.
One of these was Ethan Allen, whose third dam was a daughter of
Justin Morgan. Ethan Allen’s extraordinary performance ability
well into his old age and the fact that his daughters were great
producers also indicates the high probability that he did inherit
Justin Morgan’s great heart.
Also intriguing was that in Haun’s final research on the
X-factor, she had found a further performance connection in
certain Thoroughbred lines tracing back to the Darley Arabian,
who had only five lumbar vertebrae instead of six. Champions
such as Secretariat and A.P. Indy (Seattle Slew x Weekend Surprise
by Secretariat) both had this trait, as well as the large heart. Haun
believed this skeletal structure gave the horse tremendous stride
and performance ability. It is well known that most Morgans
also have five lumbar vertebrae, a breed characteristic they share
with Arabians. When C. C. Stillman was Secretary of the Morgan
Horse Club, as one of its original founders, he worked with the
U.S. Morgan Horse Farm to study this, and several Morgans
including Black Hawk, Ethan Allen, and General Gates, greatgrandson of Ethan, were positively identified as having only five
lumbar vertebrae.
ETHAN ALLEN AND RYSDYK’S HAMBLETONIAN
Comparing the career of Ethan Allen with that of Rysdyk’s
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Hambletonian presents a fascinating study. Foaled on June 18,
1849 in Ticonderoga, New York, Ethan was born just six weeks
after Hambletonian, some 215 miles to the north of the farm of
Jonas Seeley in Sugarloaf, New York, on which Hambletonian was
foaled. One was crowned Champion Trotting Stallion of the World
at four years old and reigned supreme throughout his life. The
other would be deemed the “Father of the American Trotter.”
Jonas Seeley had an old crippled daughter of Bellfounder, a
highly regarded Norfolk trotting stallion imported to America
in 1822. He bred her to Abdallah, an inbred son of Mambrino
by Messenger who boasted four crosses to Messenger in five
generations. Abdallah was not a handsome horse and had been
made cross from abuse, but was considered a fine trotter, and valued
for his Messenger blood which was believed to be the greatest
source of trotting speed. Seeley had an old farmhand by the name
of William Rysdyk who was attached to the mare and convincing
himself her foal would be great before it was ever born, he saved
all his money, determined to buy it. When the colt was born, he
did not have quite enough, but finally reached a deal with Seeley to
buy the mare and colt for $125. Wanting to perpetuate the image
of greatness, he named his horse after the famous Messenger son,
Bishop’s Hamiltonian, but could not spell it, so his horse became
known as Rysdyk’s Hambletonian.
In late October of 1852, when Hambletonian was three-anda-half years old, he was matched against his older half-brother,
Abdallah Chief, winning in a time of 3:03. Abdallah Chief ’s owner,
feeling that old Bill Rysdyk’s driving methods were unfair, insisted
on a time trial, trotting the horses separately. Abdallah Chief
made his mile in 2:55½, while Hambletonian’s time was 2:48½.
These were his only races, and Rysdyk retired him to breeding,
planning a vigorous marketing campaign to promote the services
of his horse. The bearded old farmer was an unlikely salesman,
but believed so implicitly in his horse, his eloquent recounting
of Hambletonian’s virtues to prospective mare owners were
remarkably convincing. Then he would bring Hambletonian out
and put him through his paces, and the fact that the horse did have
distinctive trotting action, in spite of his ungainly appearance,
enabled Rysdyk to secure for him the finest mares, a surprising
number of which were of Morgan blood. Rysdyk eventually raised
his fee to $500, and he sired around 1,300 foals altogether, 40 of
which made trotting records of 2:30 or less. All of Hambletonian’s
offspring with records of 2:20 or better were out of dams by the
Morgan Seeley’s American Star.
Ethan sired only six performers in the 2:30 list, but was raced
intensively for over 20 years and kept for stud duty at the same time.
During this period, he passed through the hands of several owners
and was poisoned on three occasions to prevent his winning a race.
The exact number of foals sired by Ethan Allen is unknown,
but certainly must have been in the hundreds. Battell, in Volume
I of the Morgan Register, noted that up until 1872, Ethan Allen
equaled Hambletonian in the number of 2:30 performers sired,
and suggests that the move to Kansas was responsible for his not
producing more trotters in his final years. However, Ethan had
been in Kansas for two years by that time. Other writers suggested
it was simply old age, but this is unlikely as historically, many aged
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Skull of Ethan Allen showing probable cause of death (Report, Kansas State Board of Agriculture); Ethan Allen was bred to the famous pacing
mare, Pocohantas. Their daughter, Young Pocahontas, was purchased by Robert Bonner for $40,000 and made a trotting record of 2:18, Currier & Ives,
1866 (Library of Congress).

sires have produced top performers. Ethan also commanded a
$500 stud fee in his later years and remained a highly regarded sire
to the end of his life.
Overall, the blood of Hambletonian, tracing to Messenger
was simply regarded as more fashionable in breeding trotters, and
much more of an effort was made to give his sons records and use
them for breeding. Ethan was caught somewhere in the middle with
many of his offspring, especially in his later years, being popular as
show and driving horses, yet they were never registered with either
the Morgan or Trotting Registry. It is also a common tradition that
a great stallion is expected to reproduce himself through his sons.
However, if he has the large heart gene, he can only pass it to his
daughters. Ethan’s best sons were produced from mares who likely
also carried the large heart.
DEATH OF ETHAN ALLEN
In a report to the Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Dr. T. W.
Hadley, a veterinarian of Kansas City wrote, “Then again, a horse
may have lost a tooth, and there being nothing in that space to
oppose the opposite tooth it will grow down into the cavity caused
by the loss, and finally punch the gum, and keep that sore and
prevent the horse from properly masticating his food, or perhaps
keep him from eating entirely, as in the case of the noted trotting
stallion Ethan Allen. The writer, when a boy, knew the horse, and
saw him frequently, and knew that he was doctored the last four or
five years of his life for general debility, but to no avail, and finally
died after becoming a mere skeleton with the hide drawn over it.”
Dr. Hadley noted that his death occurred before there was any
veterinary dentistry practiced so no one thought of looking at his
teeth for the trouble. Ethan was originally buried on Sprague &
Akers stock farm, just under the hill, south of Kansas University
at Lawrence. Professor Dyche dug Ethan up 12 years or so after
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he died, and mounted his skeleton, placing it in the museum in
Snow Hall. Dr. Hadley explained that he saw the skeleton and,
on examining it, discovered the cause of Ethan’s decline and
death. He explained, “I found that he had at some time lost the
lower right fourth molar, and that the corresponding one above
had grown down so as to actually cut away the jaw-bone fully
three fourths of an inch deep and an inch long, causing the
horse untold suffering for all of those years.” With the proper
instruments, Hadley added, this could have been repaired and
Ethan made much more comfortable and he might have lived
several more years.
Undoubtedly, Ethan’s teeth were in this painful condition
when President Grant rode behind him in 1874, but no one knew,
and so great were Ethan’s heart and courage, he was able to call
forth all of his old speed and made a wonderful impression.
Ethan Allen died on September 10, 1876, surviving his rival
Rysdyk’s Hambletonian by several months. John H. Wallace, the
noted turf writer who was an ardent fan of Messenger and seldom
took notice of horses of any other blood wrote, “Of all the horses
that have been favorites with the American people, no one has
ever approximated the popularity of Ethan Allen. His remarkable
beauty, his wonderful speed, his perfect action, and above all, his
kind and gentle disposition, made him the admiration and the pet
of everybody.” Wallace’s Monthly, Volume 2.
A FEW NOTABLE OFFSPRING OF ETHAN ALLEN
Time and space do not permit covering the offspring of Ethan
Allen, and some will have their stories told in more detail at a later
time. We will mention just a few of the lesser known ones here.
YOUNG POCAHONTAS
Ethan Allen was bred to the famous pacing mare Pocahontas by
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Iron’s Cadmus, whose 2d dam was by Copperbottom by Justin
Morgan. Their daughter, Pocahontas or Young Pocahontas, foaled
in 1859, was purchased by the great horseman Robert Bonner for
$40,000. She made a trotting record of 2:18 as a young mare in
the very first speed trial given her by Dan Mace, and Mr. Bonner
promptly bought her, so she never raced nor had any registered
offspring. Mr. Bonner was a wealthy and highly principled man
who did not approve of racing or betting. However, he was a
firm believer in the gentleman’s road horse, and was known for
doing more than any man in the country to make the sport of
recreational driving horses popular. He kept his stable in New
York City, as well as a farm near Tarrytown, New York, and spent
$500,000 on the fastest trotters in the country. Every horse in
his stable could trot in 2:20 or better. Young Pocahontas was the
most expensive horse he owned for many years. May Queen, a full
sister of Young Pocahontas, foaled in 1860, does have descendants
among Standardbreds.
SUPERB
Foaled in 1858, Superb was jet black and 16 hands tall, out of a
daughter of Harris’ Hamiltonian. He was bred by James Frost of
Shoreham, Vermont, and proved to be one of the most spectacular
show horses of his day. Among his wins, he was awarded the gold
medal at the Dutchess County Fair in the fall of 1867. At the
same fair in 1869, he took first premium with six of his colts, and
two weeks later he was shown at the Queen’s County Fair again
winning first premium. Many more such wins followed, and in
1874 he received the first premium at the Connecticut State Fair
when shown in harness with three of his stallion sons. It was noted:
“They made one of the most prominent features of the horse
display, and won the admiration of all, for their uniformity of
color, size, style and action, as well as their docility and unusually
fine dispositions.” AMHA Register, Volume I.
Descendants of Superb may be found in many Morgans
today tracing through the U.S. Government stallion Troubadour
Of Willowmoor (Troubadour x Fanny 2d) and his daughter
Quietude (x Ruth).
PANIC
Panic was a black horse with small star and two white feet, 15
hands tall and weighing about 940 pounds. He was bred by C.
W. Ensign of Moriah, New York, and foaled in 1858 out of Dolly
Merriam, a daughter of Sherman Black Hawk, second dam said to
be by Sherman Morgan. He was later taken to Iowa and was the sire
of several fast trotters and fine show horses. Crosses to Panic may
be found through descendants of Flyhawk (Go Hawk x Florette).

TOP TO BOTTOM: Daniel Lambert, drawn from life by Henry S. Kittredge
(AMHA Registry, Vol I); Honest Allen (AMHA Registry, Vol II); Stephen Dow mare
(Ethan Allen x Jennie), dam of Peter’s Ethan Allen 2d (Allbreedpedigree).
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DANIEL LAMBERT
A beautiful golden chestnut with flaxen mane and tail, Daniel
Lambert was bred by William H. Cook and foaled in 1858, out of
the chestnut mare Fanny Cook by Abdallah. He was considered one
of the greatest sons of Ethan Allen, both as to trotting speed and
influence in Morgan pedigrees. He is responsible for the Lambert
family, including descendants of Jubilee King (Penrod x Daisette),
and his story will be covered later.
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LEFT TO RIGHT: Peters Ethan Allen 2d (Peters Morgan x Stephen Dow Mare by Ethan Allen) (AMHA archives); Knox Morgan (Mountaineer Morgan x mare by
Sagadhoc, son of General Knox; 2d dam by Ethan Allen)(AMHA Registry, Vol II).

WOODWARD’S ETHAN ALLEN
A full brother of Daniel Lambert, Woodward’s Ethan Allen
was also bred by William H. Cook and foaled in 1860. He was
a bay with narrow stripe in face, right hind ankle white, and
had a small white mark on his left hind foot. He was 15¼ tall
and weighed 1,000 pounds. He was taken to Illinois, back to
New York, and finally to Kentucky where he died in 1888. He
may be found in the pedigrees of many Morgans tracing to
Brunk breeding.
DELONG’S ETHAN ALLEN
Foaled in 1858, DeLong’s Ethan Allen was a bay horse with small
star, snip, and one white hind foot, 15¼ hands tall and 1070 pounds.
He was bred by Henry DeLong of West Cornwall, Vermont, from
a mare said to be Morgan. DeLong’s Ethan Allen was kept in
Vermont throughout his life and got many fine roadsters. He is
found in Morgan pedigrees today through descendants of Pecos
(Cornwallis x Hepatica), among a few others.
HOLABIRD’S ETHAN ALLEN
Foaled in 1858, Holabird’s Ethan Allen was a bay 15¾ tall and 1200
pounds, bred by Cassius Holabird of Shelburne, Vermont. His dam
was a daughter of the Chedel Horse by Morgan Tally Ho. He was
considered one of the best sons of Ethan Allen, having speed, style,
and good size. He was a popular sire and got many fast trotters. His
descendants may be found today through the Headlight Morgan
daughter Hazel S, used in Elmer Brown’s breeding program.
HONEST ALLEN
Bred by S. H. Edgerly of Manchester New Hampshire, Honest
Allen was a chestnut with blaze in his face, out of a daughter of
the Brooks Horse by Sherman Morgan. He was 14¾ hands tall and
weighed 950 pounds. His best record in single harness was 2:28,
but he made some very fast times when trotting as a team with his
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sire. He was the sire of Denning Allen, who in turn was the sire of
General Gates, foundation sire for the U.S. Government Morgan
Horse Farm. This branch of Ethan’s family will be covered in more
detail later.
INFLUENCE ON THE MORGAN BREED TODAY
Save for his sire Black Hawk, few other early Morgans have had
more of an extensive influence on the Morgan pedigrees of
today than Ethan Allen. So much so, it is probably impossible
to find a Morgan today of any breeding or discipline which
does not trace to him multiple times. Ethan is responsible for
two major sirelines, including the Lambert family, through his
son Daniel Lambert (x Fanny Cook) and all of those who trace
back through the U.S. Government breeding program through
General Gates (Denning Allen by Honest Allen x Fanny Scott)
to his son Ethan Allen.
Ethan also sired the Stephen Dow mare, dam of Peters’
Ethan Allen 2d, who is found repeatedly in all Lippitt pedigrees,
being the cornerstone stallion of the Lippitt program. Peters’
Ethan Allen 2d was also the sire of Headlight Morgan (x Lady
Stratton) who appears in the pedigrees of many Western
working and sport Morgans through Sellman breeding. Finally,
Ethan sired the second dam of Knox Morgan (Mountaineer
Morgan x Augustus Dunlap mare by Sagadhoc), which is
found throughout pedigrees tracing to Brunk breeding and
is the sireline through which the memorable show horse
Waseeka’s Nocturne (Starfire x Upwey Benn Quietude) and
all his descendants trace. The mare Quietude (Troubadour
Of Willowmoor x Ruth), who produced Roland Hill’s great
Western sire Sonfield (x Mansfield), as well as the show stallion
Upwey Ben Don (x Upwey King Benn) and his full sister Upwey
Benn Quietude, the dam of Waseeka’s Nocturne, was also a
member of this family, tracing her sidelines to Ethan Allen in
six generations through his son Daniel Lambert.
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Each of these branches through Ethan’s sons and daughters
have had their own special impact on the breed and will have their
stories told at a later time. Ethan was truly one of the greatest
ambassadors of the Morgan breed, and his story is a rich part not
only of Morgan history, but American history as well. John Dimon,
who knew Ethan well, included in his book, American Horses and
Horse Breeding, a poem written for Ethan:
LAST MESSAGE OF ETHAN ALLEN
“I stand and gaze to the eastward,
Oér prairies rolling and low:
Seeking in vain for the mountains
And the friends of long ago.
And I long for the evergreen forests,
For the sound of the brooklet’s rill;
And a draught of the sparkling water
From the spring at the foot of the hill.
Time is fleeting, years are passing,
Tears are dropping; I’m alone;
Quite forgotten, thinking, longing,
For my loved Green Mountain home,
When my form was lithe and youthful,
Like the Indian’s supple bow;
When my flight was like the eagle’s,
Or the lightning’s vivid glow.
Days of triumph, days of victory,
Dexter beaten, ‘spite the taunt:
‘He is nothing but a Morgan
Who is fighting for Vermont.’
I can hear the joyous shouting,
I can see the flowers they bring
To deck their own, loved Ethan Allen,
Crowned that day ‘The Morgan King.’
Tell me, have they quite forgotten
All the deeds that I have done?
Do they think of Ethan Allen
At the setting of the sun?” n
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